Z bets 
ia’: 


Che Sunday School Tin 


Copyright, 004, by The Sunder Sebew 


Co. Entered as second- class easter of Be iat 16, 1879 


3, Gases 3 ete. Entered as second-class ma 


ig the i ois “ Philadelphia, Pa., under 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, January 4, 1947 
Volume Eighty-nine, No. 1 


$2.25 a year, in clubs $1.75 
See page 23 





Lesson for January 19 in this issue 


Motes on Open Letters: 

The Source of Life 
The Keys to John's Gospel. 
rill C. Tenney, Ph.D. 

Building Sunday Schools in the Kentucky 
Hills. By the Rev. Alvin G. Rosson .. 

The Junior Goes to Church. By Daisy 
Jenney Clay 

More Good Things Planned for 1947 (An- 
nouncement) 

Internhtional Uniform Lesson 

The Golden Text in Song. By Robert —_ 
ness . o ou ll 

A Colony of Mercy ‘in the South | bia 13 

Making Good Use of Old Copies of the 
Times Peveunnwks Te 

Evangelical International Lesson 

The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 
Se eT boats cechosepeceicons 18 

With the New Books 

Children at Home 

For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 

» TAN she ccccsccecesnsccveconceds 23 





I. By Mer- 


By Violet Ursula Fraser 
Hebrews 38:18 


6 ANANA,” says the Spaniard; 
“Tomorrow,” some folks say; 
But hear “what saith the Scripture” 
“While it is called To day.” 


“Some more convenient season” 
One wanted long ago; 

To bury first his father 
Another wished to go. 


But hear the Master calling 
Zacchaeus from the tree, 

“To day I dwell at thy house, 
Make haste, come down,” said He. 


Now is the time accepted; 
Now is salvation’s day; 

Leok on the fields of harvest, 
Then, “son, go work today.” 


So preach the Word and scatter 
The seed along the way; 

Be instant in each season 
“While sit is called To day.” 


ae 
Winter Blessings 


Nature takes the four seasons grace. 
fully. There is a beauty peculiar to each 
one, Spring has its resurgent life, sum- 
mer its luxuriant plenty, and autumn its 
blazing splendors. But there is a rest- 
fulness in the subdued colors of winter. 


The fields and woods mellow into soft 
grays and browns; the trees, stripped of 
their leaves, display the delicate, black 
tracery of their branches against the 
slate blue sky. There is the wonder of 
the snow and ice, with their myriad 
crystals and intricate designs. There are 
interesting bird visitors from the North, 
who take the place of those who have 
gone South. The living, well rooted 
trees are whipped from side to side by 
the winds and they bend over in the 
storms, but they spring back into place 
and put forth leaves again in the spring. 
It is the dead wood that cracks and falls, 
and the trees with shallow roots that 
go over. We sometimes think of winter 
as the gloomy season, but often our view 
of it is colored by our feelings, and it 


is not all dreary. It is all the work of 
His hands. Perhaps we can learn from 
these things lessons of patient endurance. 
We shall need to wait calmly through 
dull seasons of unproductiveness, and to 
bend but not break in the storms of ad- 
versity. The stiffness of pride leads to 
cracks, ‘and splits, and heavy falls; but 
the suppleness of humility can stand the 
winds of trial, and bears fruit again. 
The children of God are “rooted and 
grounded in love” (Eph, 3:17); for them, 
“tribulation worketh patience” (Rom. 5: 
3); and, “though now for a season, if 
need be, ye are in: heaviness through 
manifold temptations,” it is “that the 
trial of your’ faith .. . might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:6, 7). 


am 


Going Back, or Going On? 


ROM the pen of John and from the 
Frise of Luke come two verses that 
present a study in contrasts. 
that time many of his disciples went 
back, and walked no more with him” 


“From 


(John 6:66). “Ye are they which have 
continued with me in my temptations” 
(Luke 22:28). 

Professed followers of Christ fall into 
two groups: those who profess faith in 
Him and then later on go back, and 
those who go on in a discipleship that 
is permanent. 

Following the feeding of the five thou- 
sand a crisis came in the ministry of 
our Lord. Popular enthusiasm reached 
fever pitch, and there was talk of taking 
Jesus and making Him king by force. 
This was on the part of people whose 
idea of the Kingdom of God was a new 
economic and political order which the 
Messiah was to establish and rule. But 
our Lord refused to be that sort of king. 
Instead He spoke of Himself as “the 
bread of life,” and showed that a new 


order in the souls of men was more His 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Fret not. ... Trust in the 


- +. He shall bring it to pass” | 
37.1, 3, 5). 








work than a new order in outward af- 
fairs. But the things He then said were 
too hard for some of His professed fol- 
lowers, and “from that time many of his 
disciples went back, and walked no more 
with him.” 

They had followed Him a considerable 
time. Many had been baptized by His 
disciples. They had received many bene- 
fits from the Lord, for some He had 
healed, and all He had fed in their hun- 
ger. But now these go back and walk 
with Him no more. And after they 
went, our Lord turned to the Twelve and 
asked: “Will ye also go away?” Peter 
replied: “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
thou hast the words of eternal life” 
(John 6:67, 68). So they continued 
when others forsook Him. 

The days went by, and at last the 
Master and the eleven are about the 
table at the Last Supper. It was a dark 
hour, the darker because now even one 


_ of the Twelve had gone back from Christ 


and turned to treachery, but the eleven 
had continued with Him, Foolishly, 
however, they had just been quarreling 
as to their priori e Kingdom. 
They were not from those 
mistaken ‘ideas of © s Kingdom 
at had stumbled sue had fallen 
y. But despite nderstand- 

r k, despite 

ways, they 
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had continued with Him right through 
to this hour *when their Lord and His 
cause seemed about to go down to dismal 
defeat. 

So, after rebuking their quarreling, 
Christ revives and comforts them with 
a word of praise ‘and promise: “Ye are 
they which have continued with me in 
my temptations. And I appoint unto 
you a kingdom .. .” (Luke 22:28, 29). 
Others had gone back; these had gone 
on, despite all the trials of their faith. 
And for them our Lord had a special 
affection. ‘hey stood by Him lovingly 
and loyally in His trials. It had helped 
and comforted Him in enduring those 
trials, and He is not lacking in appre- 
ciation and praise for their constancy. 

Now, this contrast between those who 
go back from Christ, and those who go 
on with Him still exists. Professed 
Christians are of one or the othef group, 
those who go back, or those who go on. 
It is a melancholy experience to look 
ovér the membership list of a church 
and note the names and number of thoge 
who have gone back. It is sobering and 
humbling for any minister to look over 
the names of those he thought he had 
led to Christ, those he has received into 
the church, and count off the names of 
those who have gone back. Contrariwise 
it is a gladdening experience to look 
back over the years and recall those 
who have continued and are continuing 
faithful to their Lord. 

Why is it that some people go back? 
They find the dentands of Christ too 
exesting. They are attracted to Him 
only superficially. They enjoy for a 
time the novelty of being among His 
followers. They are attracted by the 
blessings He bestows. But they are not 
prepared for the exacting demands of 
true discipleship. They discover that 
Christ demands inward reform through 
a birth from above, and they are not 
ready for that. They find He requires 
self-sacrifice and self-denying love, but 
they are selfish, He demands holiness, 
but they love their sin. When the real 
inwardness and costliness of His require-, 
. ments appear, they fall away. 

Another reason for their apostasy is 
that the trials of the Christian life are 
too great. There are trials attached to 
faithful following of Christ. The Eleven 
found that out, and association with 
Christ in a wicked world must inevitably 
bring testing. All that will live godly 
in Christ Jesus will suffer in some way 
or another, in varying degrees. And 
“these whose hearts still cling to the 
world, those who have not the root of 
the matter in them will not stand the 
test of holding fast to Christ despite 
all. When affliction and trials come to 
them, such fall away. 

But the chief reason why some thus 
go back from Christ is that they never 
were true believers. Following His 
“bread of life’ message, our Lord had 
to say: “But there are some of you that 
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believe not” (John 6:64). They seemed 
to be believers. As professed believers 
they. had been baptized and had been 
reckoned among the Lord’s disciples for 
a time, yet He has to say of them, “There 
are some of you that believe not.” They 
never were true believers. ‘They be- 
lieved some true things about Christ, 
but they never deeply and fully com- 
mitted themselves to Christ. They were 
ready to follow Him while it seemed as 
though He would soon bring in a new 
order of political freedom and economic 
betterment. They were dazzled by such 
prospects, but they had no interest .in 
being made new themselves. They were 
ready to follow Christ while they could 
enjoy His healing’ power and eat of- the 
loaves and fishes, but they were not 
so trusting themselves to Him as to stay 
by when discipleship brought testing, 
trial, and disappointment. They did not 
believe in such a complete sense as to 
say, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
in him.” 

And it is the same still. There are 
impressionable people moved to make 
some profession of faith in Christ, and 
there are dissatisfied. people who will 
follow a Christ they expect to inaugurate 
a “Christian” order of social and eco- 
nomic betterment, but in the depths of 
such souls the world, the fiesh, and the 
Devil still hold sway. They may for a 
while be numbered with the believers, 
but when the tests of real discipleship 
come, they go back. The reason is that 
they never had “the root of the matter” 
in them. They never were true be- 
lievers. They were almost, but not quite 
Christians. 

Our word peninsula comes from the 
Latin paene (almost) and insula (an 
island). A peninsula is a piece of land 
that is almost an island, almost but not 
quite. And_it is possible to be almost 
a Christian, almost, but not quite. It 
is possible ta look like a Christian for 
a while, but never be fully, insulated, 
really cut off from the world. Yet, 

Almost will not avail, 

Almost is but to fail. 
It is certain that those who profess faith 
in Christ but later permanently go back 
from Him never really knew Him at all. 
For if they had truly known eternal 
life, they would not have left Him. I 
say, “permanently go back,” for it is 
not the backslider but the apostate that 
is here in view. A true believer may 
backslide. Peter did. But such a one 
will return to the Lord, for His seed 
abideth in him, the seed of the new life. 

But Moses endured; Daniel-continued; 
the Eleven were they which continued 
with Christ in His trials. Why do some 
stay with Christ whatever comes? This 
is the mark of real Christianity, of 
true union with Christ — perseverance. 
Why do some persevere while athers fall 
away? Because the persevering have the 
root -of the matter in them. Because 
they truly believe and are disciples in- 
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deed. They cleave to Christ because 
they have no one else to whom they 
can go and find what they have found 
in Him. They know none other who 
can satisfy their hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, none other who can be- 
stow God’s pardon, none other who gives 
eternal life. “Lord, to whom shall we 
go?” they cry, when faced with the 
thought of going back, “Thou hast the 
words of eternal life.” So they stay 
with Him because He alone has real 
satisfaction for hungry souls. All their 
trust is reposed_in Him, not in His pro- 
gram, or in their idea of what His pro- 
gram should be, but in Himself. Of 
those who went back, the Lord says, 
“There are some $f: you that believe 
not.” Contrariwise, those who continued 


(Continued on page 13) 








Notes on Open Letters 
The Source of Life 


I have read a news item in the In- 
Gleneports News concerning George 
W. Beadle’s (professor of Biology. 
Stanford University) theory that life 
could have started in a molecule. In 
this article he makes this statement: 
“Until recently many scientists ~be- 
lieved that there was no other source 
for an organic molecule except living 
tissues, and this belief prevented a 
clear understanding of how life began.” 


In the “light” of this statement, 
would it be possible to have answered 
in the Times this-question: Does life 
come only from other life?—An In- 
diana pastor. 

In order to verify the quotation given 
in the newspaper report, the Editor 
wrote to Dr. Beadle, at that time pro- 
fessor in Stanford University, but now 
in charge of the Division of Biology, 
California Institute of Technology, Pasa- 
dena, and received the following reply: 

“The quotation ascribed to me is not 
really mine, but was presumably added 
by a reporter. It is true, however, that 
organic molecules are now regularly 
synthesized by chemists. However, or- 
ganic molecules are not living nor are 
they tissue. Organic in this sense means 
merely carbon compounds of which 
many are found in living organisms. 
Any standard organic chemistry book 
will explain these points —for example, 
Conant, ‘Organic Chemistry.’ I suggest 
Opanin, ‘The Origin of Life,’ Macmillan, 
as a reference on how complex living 
molecules might have come about.” 

Dr. Beadle’s answer corroborates what 
every believer in the Bible knows, that 
man cannot create life, for God is its 
sburce. The stream of life has flowed 
steadily on through the plant and ani- 
mal kingdoms since God created it in 
the beginning of the world. 

(The Editors are not familiar with 
the two books recommended by Dr. 
Beadle, and therefore carinot vouch for 
their explanations of the origin of life.) 
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The Keys to John’s Gospel 


|. The formal statement of the author 


Fourth Gospel has always been 

- a favorite with Christians because 

+ its simplicity of vocabulary appeals 
to those who are young in Christian ex- 
perience, and because its depth of 
thought and insight into the person and 
teaching of Christ appeals to those who 
have achieved maturity. The best ap- 
‘proach to the Book is to make it speak 
for its@lf. By what keys may its treas- 
ures be unlocked? 

The chief clue to the interpretation of 
the Book is its structure. If the method 
by which it has been composed is dis- 
coverable, the purpose and resources of 
the author will be plain to all, and it 
will be relatively easy to grasp the main 
line of thought. Structure is discern- 
ible from three angles: (1) a formal 
statement of purpose and method made 
by the author; (2) the patent divisions 
of the Book, whether logical, chrono- 
logical, or geographical; (3) and the use 
of repeated terms in the vocabulary 
which may, by the frequency and dis- 
tribution of their occurrence, reveal the 
shift of interest from one topic to an- 
other. All three of these methods are 
applicable here. 


I. THe ForMAL STATEMENT OF THE AUTHOR 


In John 20:80, 31 there is a clear dec- 
laration of the quthor’s purpose in the 


writing of the Book. Following as it’ 


does the climactic confession of Thomas, 
it closes the main narrative and makes 
the final appeal to the reader. A gram- 
matical analysis of it should, therefore, 
reveal what the author had in mind 
when he composed the work. 

By “grammatical analysis” is meant 
technically the arrangement of the exist- 
ing text in such written form as will 
reveal its grammatical structure. _The 
process is similar to the old-fashioned 
method of diagramming sentences. Since 
language is merely the symbolic expres- 


By MERRILL C. TENNEY, Ph.D. 


This is the first of four articles by 
Dr. Tenney on the Gospel that will 
be studied in the International Uni- 
form Lessons during the first three 
months of this year. Dr. Tenney was 
a member of the faculty of Gordon 
College of Theology and Missions, 
Boston, from 1928 to 1945. He is now 
chairman of the Division of Biblical 
Education and Apologetics at 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. The 
second article will be published 
next week. 








sion of thought, it is evident that an- 
alysis of linguistic expression is really 
analysis of thought behind the symbols. 
If the text be analyzed by clauses, 
phrases, and words, the ideas in it will 
appear much more clearly. The initial 
step in the analysis, then, will be to lay 
out the sentence mechanically so that its 
component parts will be visible. The 
sentence thus diagramed is shown at the 
bottom of this page. 

The sentence which comprises verses 
30 and 31 divides naturally into two 
co-ordinate clauses, “Many other signs 
therefore did Jesus .. .” and, “But these 
are written .. .” These co-ordinate 
clauses, each of which makes a main 
statement of fact, are written in such a 
way that they begin at the extreme left. 
hand margin of the page. Modifying 
phrases, such as “in the presence of the 
disciples,” and subordinate clauses, such 
as “that ye may believe .. .” are writ- 
ten directly beneath the words which 
they modify or on which they depend. 
This purely mechanical arrangement re- 
veals at a glance what are the main 
statements of the passage, and what are 
the secondary statements. A summary 
of the main statements yields the fol- 
lowing at: once: (1) Jesus performed 








“(v. 30) Many other signs therefore did Jesus 


in the presence of the disciples 


which are not written 


(v. 31) But these are written 


and 





in this book: 


that ye may believe 











that Jesus is | Se Christ a | 


| that believing ye may havé life 


in his name. 
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many signs which are unrecorded in 
this Book; (2) those that are here re- 
corded are wtitten for a definite pur- 
pose. The two points give us the in- 
formation that the author knew more 
than he wrote, and that what he did 
write he wrote to fulfill a particular 
purpose. 

Furthermore, in these two main sen- 
tences there are three outstanding 
words: signs, believe, and life. These 
three are pivots of thought, and deserve 
definition. 


“Signs” is the ‘English translation of 
the Greek semeia, the plural of semeion, 
which is the characteristic Johannine 
word for “miracle.” Three other words 
are used in the New Testament with 
much the same general meaning. Teras, 
which appears in Acts 2:19 and else- 
where, is generally translated “wonder,” 
and emphasizes the character of the 
miracle as a portent or prodigy, some- 
thing outside of the usual course of 
events. Dunamis, which is the root of 
our English word “dynamite,” empha- 
sizes the power revealed in the per- 
formance of the miracle, and implies 
the spiritual energy which produced it. 
It is frequently used by Matthew, as in 
11:20, 21, 23, etc. Paradoxon, our Eng- 
lish word “paradox,” stresses the con- 
tradictory nature of the miracle, its in- 
congruity with the general order of the 
natural world, and its strangeness to our 
usual current of thought. Semeion, how- 
ever, when applied to a miracle, usually 
implies that the deed is merely an in- 
dication of some power or meaning be- 
hind it to which it is secondary jn im- . 
portance. For instance, in Luke 2:12, 
the angel says by way of instructing the 
shepherds, “And this is the sign unto 
you: Ye shall fine a babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, and lying in a man- 
ger.” The fact that the child was wrap- 
ped in a certain type of garment was 
proof that it was the one of whith the 
angel had spoken, and was called “sign.” 
While the use of this term as applied to 
a miracle is not confined to the Gospel 
of John, it is the only word used for 
miracle in that Gospel. John, then, is 
presenting the miracles not merely as 
supernatural deeds, nor as manifesta- 
tions of supernatural power, nor even as 
exceptions to the general current of 
events, but definitely as material wit- 
nesses to underlying spiritual truth. He 
is using them to teach his readers, not 
to astound them. The teaching attached 
to each miracle is designed to bring 
out its spiritual significance, and, con- 
versely, the miracle is the concrete dem- 
onstration of the power discussed in the 
teaching. 


If the initial.sentence of this key be 
interpreted .in the light of the given defi- 
nition, it becomes plain that the central 
events of the history of John are certain 
signs that the author has selected from 
a larger group that Jesus performed. The 
casual way in which he states that “many 
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other signs therefore did Jesus” conveys 
the impression that he had no difficulty 
whatsoever in finding eneugh of them to 
make convincing evidence. He is care- 
ful to tell us that they were performed 
“in the presence of the disciples.” They 
were adequately attested by the witness 
of those who saw them performed. There 
is here a tacit assumption that appdal 
could be made to. these witnesses in case 
of doubt; or, if the witnesses were not 
surviving, at least there were witnesses. 
The signs were not the products of his 
personal imagination. Certain deeds 
performed by Jesus of Nazareth were of 
so startling a character that they de- 
served special notice, and called for 
explanation. Furthermore, these deeds 
bespoke something unusual in His per- 
sonality, and were themselves signposts 
pointing in the direction of sornething 
new. 
What were these signs? 


There are seven in all, exclusive of 
the Resurrection and the draught of 
fishes recorded in the twenty-first chap- 
ter. The Resurrection differs from the 
others in that the act itself did not take 
place in public sight and in that it was 
not performed on someone or something 
apart from Jesus Himself. The draught 
of fishes is in the Epilogue, which is not 
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part of the main story of the Gospel. 

Each of these seven signs reveals some 
special characteristic of Jesus’ power and 
person. They are in order: 


1. The Changing of Water into Wine 
(2:1-11). In this first miracle: of His 
ministry, Jesus revealed Himself as the 
Master of quality by effecting instan- 
taneously the change that the vine pro- 
duces over a period of months. 


2. The Healing of the Nobleman’s Son 
(4: 46-54). By healing the boy who was 
more than twenty miles distant from 
Him, Jesus showed Himself the Master 
of distance, or space. 

3. The Healing of the Impotent Man 
(5:1-9). The longer a disease afflicts a 
man, the more difficult it is to cure. 
Jesus, by curing instantly an affliction 
of thirty-eight years’ standing, demon- 
strated that He was the Master of time. 

4. The Feeding of the Five Thousand 
(6:1-14). By multiplying the five flat 
loaves and two small fishes of one 
boy’s lunch into enough to feed five 
thousand men, besides women and chil- 
dren, Jesus showed Himself to be the 
Master of quantity. 

5. Walking on the Water (6:16-21). 

(Continued on page 18) 


Building Sunday Schools in the Kentucky Hills 


Twenty-five years of missionary service in one of America's neediest fields 


. 


By the REV. ALVIN G. ROSSON 


Sunpay Scuoot Tres readers will have special interest not only in the 
fact that Mr. Rosson is a veteran missionary of the back roads of America, 
but also in the fact that The American Sunday-School Union, of 1816 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, with whom he serves, founded Tue 
Sunpay Scnoot Trues in 1859, and published its ifirst issues. 


OME young people graduate from 
Sunday school when they reach high 
school age, and some adults think they 
are too old to go to Sunday school; but 
five gray-headed people from one com- 
munity have never outgrown the Sun- 


day school. They began attending a ~ 


Sunday school established sixty years 
ago in an old log building by Captain 
Bradshaw, missionary of the American 
Sunday-Schoo] Union, and they have 
never stopped going from that day to 
this. 

When they began, nothing like a Sun- 
day school had been known in the dis- 
trict. Three distilleries were operating 
there. When they had their first Christ- 
mas tree, a drunken row occurred and 
some men, who were put out of the 
building, came back with a heavy fence 
rail and broke open the door. 

These five people have witnessed a 
miraculous change in the district. The 
story of what has resulted from this 
Sunday school sounds stranger than fic- 
tion. One of the men mentioned above 
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reared three sons, who for a time 
walked six miles each way to attend 
high school. One of them became a 
teacher; one worked his way through 
college and became a doctor, and is 
now practicing medicine in Western 
Kentucky. The oldest son is now an 
executive of one of our large rubber 
companies. Seventeen of this Sunday 
school have become teachers. The son 
of another resident became governor 
of Mississippi. The daughter of a family 
living in this region became private secre- 
tary to ex-Vice-President Charles Dawes. 
After sixty years of continuous Sunday 
school sessions the district has become 
outstanding for its high moral stand- 
ards. Over one thousand have attributed 
their conversion to this Sunday school. 
What if no Sunday school had been es- 
tablished there? 

After worshiping many years in their 
schoolhouse, the members of this school 
are now building a beautiful church 
building. They have secured a pastor 
and organized a church. ° 


January 4, 1947 


The American Sunday-School Union 
is nonsectarian, and was organized in 
1817. It works in rural communities 
where denominations are not at work. It 
organizes Union Sunday schools and 
maintains them. When a Sunday school 
develops into a church, we turn our 
work over to the church and work else- 
where. We now have 171 missionaries 
working in forty states: 


I have been on my field of eleven 
counties for twenty-five years. During 
this time, I have organized 202 Sunday 
schools. Out of these have developed 
forty-one churches of eleven different 
denominations. The past year, I had 
thirty-seven Sunday schools in opera- 
tion. My field is in the hill se@tion of 
Kentucky, and only three of my counties 
are touched by a railroad. 


We have some very beautiful scenery 
here, seldom surpassed by other states. 
In one bend of the Cumberland River 
is a hole in a hill on the. banks of the 
river. When the river is high, it flows 
through this hill, shaking the entire hill 
so you can feel the: jar and quiver if 
you are standing upon it at the flood 
tide. Many years ago, I visited this sec- 
tion and found many farms in this bend 
of the river with enough children for a 
school. They had no Sunday school or 
any kind of religious worship. I secured 
the help of the best people in the com- 
munity and organized a Sunday school. 
These people now have a nice church 
with a pastor and a good Sunday school. 

A few miles from this same river, in 
another section, stood an old, abandoned 
church with many broken windows. 
Thirty or more children with no re- 
ligious training lived in the area with 
their parents. After I visited their 
homes, all came to service on Sunday. 
We organized a Sunday school with the 
best local talent I could find. In a later 
visit I asked them to organize a prayer 
meeting. The women said they could 
not have one because the moonshiners 
would break up any night services they 
might have. One woman suggested that, 
regardless of what they were doing, they 
read their Bibles and pray in their 
homes each Wednesday from 2 p.m. to 
3 p.m. They agreed to do this. A few 
weeks later a visiting minister was with 
them in a service, and a revival, broke 
out such as this section had never seen 
before. The moonshiners and evildoers 
were either saved or driven away. Their 
church was reorganized and a pastor 
was called. This church and Sunday 
school are still going and doing good 
work, twenty-three years later. What 
would have happened if no one had gone 
there to help them? ‘ 

There are so many needy places that 
I caunot keep Sunday schools in all of 
them. After much prayer, my Heavenly 
Father gave me this idea: keep a Home 
Department in these communities. I 
talked this over with my Christian 
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Lesson for Jartiary 19 


schoolteacher friends. In twenty-three 
school districts that have no Sunday 
sehools, I gave each family a Home De- 
partment Quarterly and enrolled each 


,one in the home. Now in twenty-three 


communities, I have 2,027 enrolled. The 
schoolteachers help me and encourage 
the children to study their Sunday 
school lessons at home, You may ask 
about the importance of this. This is the 
second year of this effort. Last year 
eight Sunday schools grew out of this 
home study, and others will start soon. 
Not long ago eight children were saved 
and joined the church. Their school- 
teacher said, “Studying their Sunday 
school lessons at home caused them to 
accept Christ.” We missionaries try 
every way possible to carry the Gospel 
to the otherwise unreached and strive 
to get them to accept Christ as their 
personal Saviour. 


God directs'me and I can do nothing 
without Him. I give Him all the glory 
and honor for everything He has done 
through me. Many ‘years ago while 
traveling horseback over some very 
rough roads, I was hindered in making 
an appointment by a severe blizzard. 
Through the snow and ice, I made my 
way to the home of a young man who 
was one of my Sunday school secre- 
taries. I was almost frozen when I 
reached his home. My first care was to 
see that my horse was fed and put in 
a warm stall for the night. This was a 
very poor home, but they gave me the 
best they had, and I enjoyed my visit 
greatly. The night was so cold that my 
breath froze on the bed quilts. That 
night, I persuaded this young man to 
go to school and prepare himself to 
enter the ministry. He had no money, 
but I found a place where he could work 
for his expenses. He walked the thirty- 
two miles to school, but did not have 
sufficient clothes to keep him warm. A 
Sunday school class bought him some 
clothes. To make a long story short, 
he is now a pastor of a church in one 
of our large cities and has won hun- 
dreds of people to Christ. What a bless- 
ing that blizzard turned out to be! 

Years ago at a place on my field, I 
found an old, abandoned church prop- 
ped on one side with large poles to 
keep it from falling down. No Sunday 
school was near, and the boys and girls 
were growing up without spiritual train- 
ing. Their church had been abandoned 
ten years before. The people were very 
kind to me in my house-to-house visi- 
tation, and a good-sized crowd was out 
at our night service. They gave me the 
best of attention. They were all in favor 
of having a.Sunday ‘school, but no one 
would serve as superintendent. A small 
boy and girl stood up and said, “Please 
give us a Sunday school,” but no one 
would serve. I prayed over this, and 
later, when I returned for a day service, 
still no one would serve as leader. Two 
ladies and a girl went with me to an- 
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other Sunday school in another com- 
munity that afternoon. While riding 
along a very rough road, one of the ladies 
said, “A Sunday school is needed so 
badly, I will serve as superintendent.” 
The other lady said that she would as- 
sist her and teach a class, and the young 
girl volunteered to serve as secretary. 
I stopped my car then and there and or- 


The Junior Goes to Church 
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ganized a Sunday school with these three 
as leaders. This Sunday school ran part 
of the year for several years. Last year, 
a pastor friend held a revival in that 
place, and more than twenty were saved 
at the altar. The church building has 
been repaired, and a church has been 
organized with a regular pastor. 


Cotumsaia, Ky. ; 


How to encourage him to attend, and like it 


O YOUR Juniors all go trooping 

home after Sunday school, without 
thinking that the worship service might 
be for them, too? We should like to 
have them form the habit of church- 
going, hoping that they will keep right 
on attending during youth and the years 
beyond. Remembering that habits are 
formed by repetition plus satisfaction, 
how can we help our Juniors to “go 
to church and like it”? 
_ We have to admit that the usual 
church service is not arranged to suit 
the needs or arouse the interest of the 
Junior-age child. So some adjusting 
should be done—in the Junior, and, if 
possible, in the service. 

To condition the child for enjoying 
the church service there are several 
things we can do. If he can feel him- 
self a real part of it, not a languid on- 
looker, that makes a world of difference. 
If you have a separate Junior Depart- 
ment in your Sunday school, teach some 
of the songs and litany used in the church 
service — the Doxology, the offertory re- 
frain, the Apostles’ Creed — whatever 
your church uses that the congregation 
takes part in. , 

Then let’s give them some active part. 
One child may stand at the door, hand- 
ing out the church bulletins. I would 


- let them take turns, so as to use as many 


as possible: These bulletins have to be 
folded — give the children this task, so 
they will ‘feel they are helping. The 
more such duties you can provide the 
better, for nothing else so truly gives 
the feeling of “our church.” 

The Junior choir idea is a fine one 
and is used in many churches. Some- 
times the Junior choir sings alone, some- 
times assists the adult choir. One very 
successful church has this plan: The 
Junior group, in robes and standing be- 
low the rostrum, always sings the first 
verse of one of the hymns and leads 
the congregation in the rest of the song. 
The robes, by the way, were no problem, 
merely squares of white muslin, with 
an opening cut for the head and worn 
diagonally, with a paper Eton collar 
easily replaced when mussed. 

If the Juniors sit together in a group 
(near the front, where they can see and 
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hear), it gives them a sense of recog- 
nition. Teachers can take turns acting 
as chaperon. We have had little trou- 
ble with behavior problems. 

We have found pastors most co-opera- 


tive in trying to make the church serv-. 


ice as suitable as possible for the Junior- 
age child. A children’s sermon, of 
course, is very desirable, if the minister 
will go that far. And even an adult 
sermon is listened to with interest if 
interspersed with incidents. 

In some churches, the children leave 
before the adult sermon. This gives a 
good opportunity for expressional activ- 
ities or missionary projects, below stairs, 
if there are willing helpers to carry 
this forward. Here, also, the teachers 
can take turns, and some of the parents 
would be willing to do a share. 

Some churches have a Church Day, 
once a month, for the Juniors, when 
each child is especially invited to the 
church service and the program more 
than usually slanted toward their needs. 

It means a great deal if the children 
feel well acquainted with the pastor. 
This friendship can be fostered if he is 
often asked to speak to the group at 
Sunday school and is included in all the 
Junior parties and picnics, We want 
them to think of him‘as an approachable 
human being, as a friend. Then every- 
thing he does and says has a hundred 
times more effect. 

Of course the tie with the church 
becomes closest when the child accepts 
Christ as his Saviour and dedicates his 
life to Hint and enrolls as a member 
of the church. Many children take this 
step while still Juniors. This day when 
he becomes a member may be made a 
real red-letter day for him, long to be 
remembered and cherished. A certificate 
to frame and hang in his room, a little 
book of advice and inspiration to young 
Christians, a framed picture of Christ, 
any such memento is a constant re- 
minder to the child of his new status. 
Let us not merely write his name on the 
church books and then forget him. But 
rather give him added recognition, re- 
sponsibility, and opportunities for serv- 
ice. 
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More Good Things Planned for 1947 





“Does the Stage Door Lead to Ruin?” 


Dr. Herbert Lockyer, author of 
many books and pamphlets on the 
Christian life, and a conference 
speaker, had determined as a young 
man to become a professional actor. 
But he heard Spencer Johnson, a 
converted actor, give his own life 
story which he called, “Does the 
Stage Door Lead to Ruin?” Through 
this testimony Herbert Lockyer was 
led to Christ, and gave up all 
thought of the stage. 

He became a minister and spoke 
against professional acting. This led 
not only to opposition, but also to 
remarkable opportunities to give his 
own testimony in local papers. At 
about this time the Lockyers’ home 
was robbed, and this led to further 
publicity which was turned to good 
account for the Gospel. In two 
articles Dr. Lockyer will tell of his 
own conversion, something of his 
experiences in speaking and writ- 
ing against the theater in England, 
and why he believes that the church 
should have nothing to do with dra- 
thatics. 


Exposing Romanist Errors 


In Canada and the United States 
the power of the Roman Catholic 
Church is growing at an alarming 
rate. It finds fertile soil in the in- 
difference and ignorance of Protes- 


’ tant Christians. Stephen E. Slocum, 


Ph.D., consulting engineer and keen 
student of the Bible and church his- 
tory, has written a masterly study 
of “Romanism in the Light of the 
Bible,” to be published in the Tmues 
in four or five installments. Delv- 
ing into history, and quoting from 


famous Romanist writers, he ex-. 


poses their gross errors on such 
subjects. as: The Bible, Tradition, 
St. Peter, Mariolatry, The Mass, Pur- 
gatory, The Confessional. 


Errors of Seventh-Day Adventism 


Seventh-Day Adventism is a sys- 
tem of teaching which. contains 
many elements of Bible truth, but 
which on the other hand keeps a 
great many people in depressing 
bondage to the Law and deprives 
them of the joy and peace that 
comes from the Gospel of the grace 





of God. It. has approximately 600,- , 


000 members an@ about 50,000 regu- 


lar workers, E. B. Jones ,was a 


member of .the Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventist Church for many years, and 


for a time one o7 their missionaries 
in India. But he left that church, 
ahd is now devoting much of his 
time to exposing its errors. He has 
written three articles for the Tmvues 
answering the question, “What is 
wrong with Seventh-Day Advent- 
ism?” and telling how he was de- 


livéred from its false ted&chings,~ 


and why he observes the Lord’s Day 
instead of the old Sabbath. Mr. 
Jones is also the executive secre- 
tary of the newly organized “Re- 
ligion Analysis Service,” which has 
been instituted by a group of sound 
Christian men whose aim is to help 
péople to see the evil of many popu- 
lar systems of false teaching. 





Sunday School Methods 

Among the “Ways of Working” 
articles which the Editors now have 
in hand, to share with readers this 
coming year, one finds such titles 
as these: 

“Why Not a Verse-Speaking Choir?” 
“Conserving Promotion Day” 
“How I ‘Abuse’ The Sunday School 
Times” 

“Unique Missionary Banks” 
“Memorizing Scripture” 

“How I Teach the Lesson” 
“Helps in Teaching” 

“How I Use God’s Object Lesson” 





Can God Keep, in College? 


The question recalls the one of 
the Seventy-eighth Psalm, “Can 
God furnish a table in the wilder- 
ness?” Of course He can—in both 
cases — but Christian students in our 
big colleges and universities some- 
times feel pretty much alone. Dr. 
William H. Chisholm’s name _ is 
known to many TrmMgs readers, He 
was a missionary in Korea for some 
fifteen years, returning to this coun- 
try shortly before the war, He is 
today field secretary of the Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions, and is hoping to 
return to Korea. He has recently 
received the signal honor, not given 
to many, of being made a fellow 
of the International College of Sur- 
geons, because of his medical work, 
Dr. Chisholm has written three arti- 
cles, telling how God guided him, 
upheld him, and supplied his needs 
through his college and medical 
courses and how God led him to 
the field. Basing them on one of 


} 


his favorite Bible texts, he has 
called these: {Now the Just Shall 
Live by Fsith — a Discovery”; “Now 
the Just Shall Live by Faith—a 
Working Principle’? and “The Word 
— Medicine to the Flesh.” These 
are full of encouragement to Chris- 
tian college students today. . 





“Our Daily Trials” 

“Man is Forn unto trouble, as the 
sparks fly upward.“ Every one of 
us has trial or trouble of some sort, 
and most Christians feel that diffi- 
culties are multiplying. Many years 
ago the American Tract Society, 
New York, published anonymously 
a fine little book called: “Our Daily 
Trials; and How to Bear Them.” 
The author is unknown today, but 
whoever he (or she) was, he must 
have had a firsthand knowledge of 
severe testings, and he had a gift 
for expressing sympathy and words 
of comfort that would help other 
folks carry their burdens. By per- 
mission of the Tract Society, the 
TiMEs will reprint the seven chap- 
ters of this golden little book. It 
is more than likely that at some 
time during the coming year you 
will be glad of the comfort you will 
find in one or more of these mes- 
sages: Here are the titles: 


Weariness Il Health 

Loneliness Unkindness 

Poverty Separation 
Minor Trials 





Is It Wrong To Go to the Theater? 


If you believe it is wrong to go 
to the theater and the movies,.do 
you know why you do? Can you 
give convincing reasons to others 
for your stand? Would you like 
to see the whole problem analyzed 
by a weli-known Christian, who was 
a master of logic and the art of 
lucid writing? Then you will want 
to read the arguments of H. Clay 
Trumbull, former Editor of the 
Times, in his chapter called “Which 
Side of the Theater Door?” from 
his famous book, now out\of print, 
entitled ‘fBorder Lines in the Field 
of Doubtful Practices.” While he 
wrote of the legitimate stage, his 
reasons for not attending the the- 
ater apply just as well to moving 
pictures, Because of the perplexity 
among many Christians on this sub. 
ject, the chapter wili be reprinted 
in the Trmes in several installments. 
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LESSON 3. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 





JANUARY 19. JESUS INTERVIEWED BY NICODEMUS 


John 3; printed text, verses 1-11, 16, 17 


Golden Text.—Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.—John 3:3 


Kine James Version 


John:3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, 


a ruler of the Jews: 


2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man 
can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 


of God. 


4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he 
is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, 


and be born? ‘ 


’ 
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 


the kingdom of God. 


6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 


born of the Spirit is spirit. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


‘Cc E MUST be born again!” How 
' often this imperative declara-- 


tion has been sounded out by 
. fervent messengers of Christ during the 
past nearly two millenniums since that 
memorable night interview between 
Jesus and Nicodemus. And how im- 
portant it is that we never lose sight 
of this great necessity for all who would 
‘ enter the Kingdom of God! The new 
birth is not simply new aspirations and 
new resolves, as some would have us 
believe. It is the impartation of an en- 
tirely new life and nature through the 
Word and Spirit-of God. Apart from 
this there is no salvation, for they who 
are the children of the flesh are not the 
children of God (Rom. 9:8). No one 
is a child of God by natural birth, nor 
can one become His child by his own 
~ efforts or by the will of any other man, 
no matter what his ecclesiastical status 
or claims may be (John 1:13). The 
Apostle Peter tells us we are “born 
again ... by the word of God. ... And 
this is the word which by the gospel 
is preached” ‘unto us (1 Pet. 1:23-25). 
And James affirms the same when he 
says, “Of his own will begat he us with 
the ‘word of truth” (Jas. 1:18). © The 
Apostle Paul uses the term “new crea- 
tion,” but both mean the same thing: 
namely, the impartation of divine life, 
whereby we lose our old standing as 
“in Adam” and “in the flesh” (1 Cor. 
15:22; Rom. 8:8), and we become “in 
Christ” and “in the Spirit” (2 Cor. 5:17; 
Gal. 5:25; Eph. 2:13). 

It is evident that Nicodemus came to 
the Lord Jesus Christ seeking light on 
jhow he ought to live. He found out 
that he was in need, not of instruction 


7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 


things be? 


8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and, thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: so is every One that is born of the Spirit. , 

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these 


10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of 
Israel, and knowest not these things? ‘ 
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, 


and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 


everlasting life. 


16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 


17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
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as to behavior, but of a new life alto- 
gether, which God gives to all who be- 
lieve in His Son. 


The Historical Setting 


It was during our Lord’s first visit to 
Jerusalem after His baptism by John that 
He had this conversation with Nicodemus, 
who was a doctor of the Law of Moses 
and a member of the supreme council 
of the Jews, the Sanhedrin (John 7:50). 
He little realized that the interview in 
which he participated that night was to 
be recorded for the benefit of millions 
yet unborn. The date was Passover 
time, probably A.D. 27. 


Verse by Verse 


John 3:1—“A man of the Pharisees.” 
These were the most orthodox of the 
Jewish sects (Acts 26:5). Nicodemus 
belonged to this group and was also a 
ruler, that is, a member of the high 
council. He was undoubtedly a man of 
recognized piety. 

Verse 2.—“Came to Jesus by night.” 
Some have thought this indicated fear 
of the people, but might it not rather 
be an evidence of his sincere desire for 
an uninterrupted conversation after the 
crowds, which gathered about Jesus 
Christ in the daytime, had been dis- 
persed? Nicodemus addressed*the Lord 
Jesus with respect, conceding that He 
must be a divinely sent teacher because 
of the many signs that accredited Him. 
He was to learn that what he needed 
was not merely a teacher but a Saviour. 

Verse 3.—“Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see. the kingdom of God.” The 
natural man cannot understand spiritual 
things (1 Cor. 2:14). He needs a new 
life to. comprehend the things of God. 

Verse 4—“How can a man be born 
when he is old?” Could a man go through 
the whole process of nature again in 
order to attain to this second birth? 


righted by the International Council of Religiods Education, 
and used by permission. ‘ 
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The question itself shows how feebly 
this doctor of the Law grasped the mean- 
ing of the words of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In His answer our Lord shows 
that even if rebirth on the natural plane 
were possible, one would be no better 
off the second time than the first. 


Verse 5—“Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit.” The water is 
not Christian baptism, which was not 
yet instituted, but the Word of God, 
which the Spirit uses to produce the 
new birth. Only then-can one “enter 
into the kingdom of God.” 


Verse 6.—“Born of the flesh ... born 
of the Spirit.” The two births are here 
placed in vivid contrast. As born of 
the flesh, we received natural life. As 
born of the Spirit, we receive eternal 
life. There is no such thing as develop- 
ment from one into the other. 


Verse 7.—“‘Ye must be born again.” 
Nothing else will avail to make one a 
child of God. If new birth is lacking, 
one is not a Christian at all, no matter 
how religious he may seem to be. 


Verse 8.—“The wind bloweth where it 
listeth.” Its power is felt and recog- 
nized although the wind itself is unseen. 
So it is in new birth. The Spirit of God 
works in power, producing divine life 
in the soul of the believer. 


Verse 9.—“How can these things be?” 
To this learned inquirer all was mys- 
tery. To him the whole question of a 
second birth was beyond his understand- 
ing. 

Verse 10.—‘“Art thou a master... 
and knowest not these things?” As one 
personally acquainted with the Scrip- 
tures, Nicodemus should have recalled 
the words of Ezekiel 36:25, 26, where 
water and the Spirit are linked together 
as the means whereby: a new heart and 
a new spirit is.to be given to Israel. 
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Verse 11—“We speak that we do 
know, and testify that we have seen.” 
In His ministry the Lord Jesus Christ 
revealed that which was the positive 
truth, but men refused to receive His 
testimony. Read verses 12 to 15. 

Verse 16.—“God so loved . . . that he 
gave.” Here, in what Luther called the 
miniature Bible, the Lord Jesus unfolded 
the way of life. -In love God sent His 
Son to redeem mankind. All who be- 


lieve in Him have eternal life as a pres-_ 


ent possession. They are therefore born 
of God. 

Verse 17.—“God sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world.” The 
Lord Jesus Christ did not come to pro- 
nounce sentence of doom upon men. But 
He came preaching peace, reconciling 
men unto Himself (2 Cor. 5:19), so that 
all men who received His message might 
be saved through Him. .' 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Men by nature are sinful.and by prac- 
tice are alienated frorn God. They can- 


not retrieve their condition. Human ef- 


*srt will not avail for their salvation. 
They must’be born again, regenerated 
by the Word and Spirit of God. By new 
birth they pass out of Satan’s dominion 
into the Kingdom of God (Titus 3:5). This 
new birth is therefore a supernatural ex- 
perience known only by those who be- 
lieve in the only begotten Son of God 
and thus receive everlasting life. 
Lesson Outline 
A Nicut INTERVIEW 

A troubled seeker (John 3:1, 2) 

A solemn declaration (v. 3) 

A perplexed inquirer (v. 4) 

A divine explanation (vs. 5-8) 

A gentle rebuke (vs. 9-12) 

A glorious revelation (vs. 14-17) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
“Born of Water.” In seeking the exact 


‘meaning of this expression it is. im- 


portant that we allow Scripture to ex- 
plain itself. Notice how “water” is used 
elsewhere, particularly in John’s writ- 
ings. The Samaritan woman was told 
of water given by the Lord Jesus which 
springs up into everlasting life (John 4: 
14). Living water is promised to all 


believers (John 7:37-39). The water of 


life is offered freely to all (Rev. 22:17). 
These and many other Scriptures make 
it plain that the water that produces 
divine life, when energized by the Spirit, 
is the Gospel as set forth in the Word of 
God. With this the words of Peter and 
James agree, as we have seen, 

“Verily, verily.” This double affirma- 
tion is the divine oath, and wherever it 
occurs in this Gospel (and it is found 
here only), it is a challenge to consider 
carefully every word that follows, for it 
always introduces a declaration ' which 
the natural man could not have known 
apart from divine enlightenment. It is 
found twenty-five times in John’s Gos- 
pel 
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Last Week's Lesson 
2. January 12—The Autlority of 
SO. oS adone So haptebecticceSed John 2 
Next Week’s Lesson 


4. January 26.—Jesus and the Woman 
at the Well (Jesus Crosses Racial 
Boundaries) ...............4.. John 4:1-42 


* 








Summaries and Applications 


John Wesley was asked once why he 
preached so often on the text “Ye must 
be born again.” He replied, “Because 
ye must be born again.” ‘ 

Church membership, attention to re- 
ligious duties, moral behavior, and up- 
right living will never bring one into 
the Kingdom of God. The new. birth 
must come first—then these other 
things come afterward. 

It is unlikely that a Vetter man mor- 
ally than Nicodemus could have been 
found’ in all Judea. Yet he needed to 
be born again. 

The new birth is a miracle of grace 
which God Himself brings to pass when- 
ever a sinner comes to Him in faith. 

When asked the ground of his con- 
fidence a young Christian answered, 
“God loved; God gave; I‘ believe; and I 
have.” ; 

Everlasting life is that eternal life 
which was_with the Father and was 
fully manifested on earth in Christ Jesus 
(1 Johri 1:2). This life is given at the 
moment one is born again. 

Let us not consider the doctrine of the 
new birth just theoretically; but let us 
each be sure for himself that he has re- 
ceived Christ as his personal Saviour 
and so has been born again. 


CHICAGO. 
w 
Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macauley 


OW is the story of Nicodemus related 
to the last verses of the second chap- 
ter? 

2. Was Nicodemus a coward in coming “by 
night”? 

3. What does the opening statement of 
Nicodemus suggest? 

4. Is the new birth necessary only for 
the more degraded sinners? Explain. 

5. What constitutes the necessity for the 
new hirth? 

6. How dan a man be born again? 

7. Why cannot I spruce up and make my- 
self fit for entering the Kingdom of God? 

8. How is the necessity for the new birth 
demonstrated in the case of Nicodemus? 

9. Can you spell John 3:16 in seven let- 
ters? 


10. Are there any indications that Nico- 
demus received Christ? If so, what are 
they? 

(Answers on page 13) 


w 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and’ 


for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


ICODEMUS came in the night to 

interview the Lord Jesus, and there 
to his astonishment he learned that he 
must be born again. He had been born 
of the flesh; now he must be born of the 
Spirit if he would “see the kingdom of 
God.” He must have been profoundly 
impressed, for later he was bold enough 
to defend Jesus when his fellow Phari- 
sees wanted to arrest Him (John 7:45- 
52). Also he brought expensive oint- 
ments for the body of Jesus at His burial 
(John 19:39). Nicodemus was a timid, 
even a skeptical inquirer at first, but 
the Holy Spirit evidently through Cal- 
vary convinced him at last that Jesus 
Christ was God’s Son and his necessary 
Saviour. f 

It is wonderful how thoroughly the 
Holy Spirit reverses the heart, of a rebel 
when once that rebel honestly’ seeks to 
know the truth. 

Qne morning in a Texas city a very 
stylishly dressed young man called on 
me in my hotel room. He was a dancing 
master, the proprietor and conductor of 
a very popular studio where the “elite” 
of the city came to learn the latest danc- 
ing steps. I learned later that he was 


* regarded as the most skillful, most grace- 


ful dancer in all the State of Texas, and 
his pairons were numbered among the , 
wealthiest of the social set. 

When he camq in the door which 
I opened in answer to his knock, I 
noticed a worried look on his face. He 
did not seem to be able to tell me the 
object of his call until I tried to help 
him by saying, “I believe you were in 
my audience last night.” 

“Yes,” he replied, “and that is why I 
am here. You see, I am not satisfied 
somehow with my life; I am having 
great success in my profession —sur- 
prising success; but there is something 
wrong. something skipping. My wife 
persuaded me to go to church last night, 
and as I listened to you it seemed that 
you actually believed what you were 
saying. I don’t know that it is any use 
to come to you, but I’m just taking 2 
charce. I wish that I could believe what 
you seem to believe !” 

I said, “Well, my dear fellow, you cer- 
tainly can believe it if ydu want to do 
so, for it is the Truth, and ‘the truth 
shall make you free.’” 

I drew a Testament out of my pocket 


‘and began to turn its pages.. He quickly 


said, “It’s no use to read that to me; 
I’ve heard it before, but I don’t believe 
it. It’s a man-made Book, the binding, 
the paper, the printer’s ink, the language, 
and the story in it are all man-made.” 

I replied: “I’m sorry you feel that 
way about it, for I am very sure that 
the Bible is inspired of God. It proves 
itself, it is confirmed in my own ex- 
perience: and when oné is willing to be 
open-minded to it, the Holy Spirit, Him- 
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self, reveals the truth in it, so that you 
cannot doubt it.” 

Then I asked, “You believe in God, 
don’t yéu?” and he looked me straight 
in the face and replied, “Definitely, I do 
not.” This made the case of this young 
man indeed a difficult one to deal with. 
He did not believe in God or the Bible; 
yet it was plainly evident he was in dis- 
tress and was seeking for help; he had 
said, “I wish I could believe that.” 


I said, “My dear boy, you say you are 
not satisfied, and I am sure you would 
not be,here in my room except for the 
fact that you are seeking God. He says, 
‘Those that seek me... shall find me.’ 
He never broke a promise, and because 
you are seeking you will find Him. You 
are ‘going to find Him right now. He 
will receive you into His rich compan- 
ionship and strength, for He says, ‘Him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out.’” You see I was giving him God’s 
Word without seeming to read it out of 
the Book, which he was unwilling to 
have done. 

Then I said, “Let’s pray— will you?” 
“Pray -to what?” he answered. “Why, 
of course, pray to God,” I said. He al- 
most smiled as he replied, “I do* not 
believe there is a God; I would insult 
my intelligence if I prayed to something 
i mom not believe exists.” “Well,” I said, 

‘are you willing to kneel here by this 
chair with me. while I pray?” “Why, 
yes,” he answered, “I don’t mind kneel- 
ing down to a chair; I-can see a chair.” 

So we knelt by the chair, and I beg- 
ged the dear Lord that He would reveal 
Himself to this seeking soul; “O Holy 
Spirit, with all Thy quickening power, 
come into his heart that he may see 
Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour !” 
I prayed some more, I do’ not recall it 
all exactly, then I stopped and waited 
to see if he might not utter some sort of 
prayer. But he was silent. ' However, he 
did not rise, and J felt that that was 
encouraging. As long as he remained 
upon his knees there was hope. After 
a moment or two of silence, I said, 
“Won't you speak to God? He is here 
and would like for you to speak to Him. 
If a friend had stood by me here when 
you came into the room a few monients 
ago, and I had introduced you to him, 
calling his name:and yours, you would 
have extended-your hand in greeting, 
and would have spoken to him, calling 
his name. Won’t you be that courteous 
to the Lord God? He is here, and I 
want you to know Him. He wants you 
to know Him. Won't you speak to Him?” 
There was no response. He was still 
silent, but he remained upon his knees. 
Then I said, “Suppose you were in a 
great swamp, up to your armpits in the 
mire, with deadly poisonous serpents 
and other reptiles all about you; suppose 
it- was midnight in pitch darkness, and 
yeu knew there was no way for you to; 
get out of there alive; and suppose it 
should somehow come to your conscious- 
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ness that there was One close by who 
would come at once to your help if you 
would only call His name, and would 
take you out to safety and the sunshine; 
wouldn’t you take a chance by calling? 
Surely you would have nothing to lose 
—but everything to gain. Speak to 
God, won’t you, dear boy?” 

He was still silent for a moment or 
two, but as I waited I heard a groan 
come up from the depths of his soul — 
then another — and suddenly there burst 
from his lips, “Praise God! I see, I see! 
Yes, Lord, O Christ, I come to You— 
save me! save me!” Then followed 
such prayer as I have never heard be- 
fore or since. He poured out the con- 
fession of his sins and his penitence, 
begged forgiveness for his rebellion, 
praising God again and again. I do not 
recall how long this lasted, but when 
he arose to his feet I looked into the 
face of a redeemed man—so different 
from the face I had met at the door. 
Tears were streaming down his cheeks, 
tears of joy. He grasped both my hands 
and poured out his gratitude; then he 
left me. . 

When he had gone I stood: there for 
some time, almost stunned. Never had I 
seen anything like that before. It was 
something like standing at the goal line 
and watching your favorite team make a 
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touchadel! Ssaw che Holy Spirit in 


action that morning! 
GI a few. moments hase one rang, 
dt uw as his, wi e. She 
almost routed “My* oxi has just 
come home; he is saved! I thought he 
had gone to the studio for the day; when 
I looked out and saw him coming I 
téared he was*ill; and as I opened the 
front door to admit him he rushed in and 
caught me around the neck and began 
whirling.me around the room.” He had 
learned a new dance step that morning! 
He made a profession of his faith at the 
church that evening, and became a use- 
ful member—a gloriously happy one. 
Needless to say he closed up his dancing 
studio and found another business. 
Somehow, teaching dancing as a profes- 
sion did not seem to harmonize with 
his Christian profession and his new life. 
Ever since this incident the presence 
and the power of the Holy Spirit have 
been more real to me than ever before. 
Invisible, yes; but very present to pro- 
duce results which can be seen. Jesus 
likened the Holy Spirit to the wind; He 
said to Nicodemus, “The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, ‘but canst not tell whence 
it-cometh, and whither it goeth: so is 
every one that is born of the Spirit.” 

Greenssoro, N. C. 










Rationalism 


“AS neo-born babes,desire the sincere milk 
of the Word, that ye may grow thereby ‘tes 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Haris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—We 
praise and bless Thee, gracious Lord, 
our Saviour kind and true, for all the 
old things passed away, for all Thou 
hast made new—in the lives of Thy 
people. We thank Thee for the oppor- 
tunity of studying Thy Word again to- 
day with its wonderful teaching about 
that new birth that brings us into Thy 
Kingdom. May the newness of life that 
should be found in all of us who know 
Thee appear ever more and more clearly 
in our lives. If any with us have not 
yet known the new birth, make this 
the happy day when they fix their choice 
on Thee, give their heart to Thee, and 
find new life in Thee. Shed Thy light 
upon Thy Word today wherever it is 
taught and studied. Strengthen and bless 
ali who fear Thee and strive to do their 
work as in Thy sight. In mercy comfort 
the distressed and the sad. Provide for 
the needy and guide in all that is done 
to overcome sin and to relieve want 
among men. Forgive all that has been 
selfish and unloving in our lives, and 
give’us a Christlike love® These things 
we ask in Thy name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—During the recent 
war, a young man in the army was led 
to Christ by a friend. Shortly afterward 
his unit went to England, and some 
months later he wrote home and said, 
“T have never had such courage, happi- 
ness, contentment; and such a free and 
easy mind as I have had since I accepted 
Christ as my Saviour.” He was in the 
army poised for the invasion. Home 
and loved ones were far away. Around 
him were all the temptations of a sol- 
dier’s life, and before him all the dan- 
gers of active service. But he had 
courage, happiness, contentment, and 
freedom from worry such as he had 
never had in peace time before he found 
Christ. What hdd happened to him? 
The thing we have studied in our*les- 
son today. He had been born again, had 
found God’s pardon, God’s power, and 
God’s presence, and that made him dif- 
ferent. 

This new birth of which our Lord 
spoke to Nicodemus provides two won- 
derful things we all need, a new begin- 
ning and a new nature. We all have 
things in our past of which we feel 
ashamed, things we should not like to 
have to face before God. How grand it 
would be if those sinful things could be 
as though they had never been! If only 
we could have a new start with all the 
wrong things in our past wiped out! 
Well, that is exactly what happens when 
we are born again. A new-born baby 
has no past. Its life is just beginning. 
And we come into the land of beginning 
again by the new birth. Past sin is 
wiped out, forgiven, and made before 
God as though it had never been. And 
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here is another wonderful thing. The 
new birth gives us a new nature. We 
sin so easily, don’t we? That is because 
we come into the world with a nature 
inclined to sin. We find it easier to 
please self than to please God. But in 
the new birth a new kind of life is given 
us as God’s Holy Spirit comes to live 
in us, This new nature delights to please 
God, and as we feed on Mis Word, pray, 
make friends of God’s children, and 
serve our Lord, our new nature grows 
strong and our life becomes more and 
more what God would have it to be. 


Our lesson makes this new birth a 
“must” for us all.” “Ye must be born 
again.” “Except a man be-born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” But 
it also shows us how we may be born 
again. 





WE UST AND 
AY BE 
BORN AGAIN 











The greatest text of the Bible is in 
our lesson, and it shows us how we may 
be born anew, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave-his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” Here is the very thing we are 
talking about, new life, everlasting life, 
and God gives it to anyone: who trusts 
himself to Christ. Why not try putting 
your name into Jolin three sixteen? 
Then, for Ronald here, it would be; “For 
God so loved Ronald, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that if Ronald be- 
lieves in him, he should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Put yourself into 
the hands of the Lord Jesus and you 
will be born anew. 


Ho.iiysurn, B-; C., Can. 
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For Jenter Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Man Came by Night 
(John %3:1-3, 16-21) 


ERNICE, does your dog go to school 

and study arithmetic? Why not? 
(Lead pupile to express the idea that 
dogs cannot learn arithmetic because 
they are born that way. Being born 
into the dog family makes it impossible 
to do what a boy and giri born into the 
human family can do.) Can a geranium 
run and jump? Why not? (It belongs 
to the plant family, and plant families 
can never do many things animal and 
human families can.) Does a barberry 
bush go riding in an automobile? Why 
doesn’t it enjoy a trip as we can? 
Does your dog laugh when you tell him 
a funny story? (By such illustrations 
lead children to the conclusion that the 
-family into which one is born decides 
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what he can do and what he enjoys. 
Colored circles of construction paper 
may be used to represent the various 
kinds of life: green with a picture of a 
flower for plant life, brown with a pic- 
ture of a dog for animal life, gray with 
a picture of a child for human life.) 

Birthdays are. fun, aren’t they — pres- 
ents and cake and parties! Do dogs 
and plants have birthdays, too? Oh, yes, 
animals ere born, and plants have a day 
when they begin to grow. They have 
birthdays, but no parties! There is only 
one person in the whole world who 
does not have a birthday. Can you think 
who that is? That Someone has a life 
that never had a beginning, so He cannot 
have a birthday. Yes—God. He has a 
different kind of life from plant or ani- 
mal or huinan. (Show a yellow circle 
with the word GOD printed on it.) That 
is one difference: it never began—it - 
never was made. No, you can’t under- 
stand it; I can’t either —any more than 
your dog can understand arithmetic. 
Does God ever have’ measles or get sick? 
Does God ever get tired? Does He ever 
tell a lie or do wrong? No, God is per- 
fect. In these ways God’s life is differ- 
ent from our human life. 

But when God made us, He wanted 
us to desire to belong to His family. 
Your dog couldn’t choose to be born 
into the dog family. John couldn’t choose 
whether he would be born into the Smith 
family or the Jones family. But you can 
choose to be born into God’s family. The 
Lord Jesus Himself said so. 

It was night. The breezes gently swayed 
the branches of the trees as the famous 
Nicodemus came to call on the Lord Jesus. 
In the warm air of the summer evening, 
they probably talked together on the flat 
housetop. Nicodemus began: We know 
you are a teacher from God, because 
nobody could do these miracles that you 
do unless God were with him. What 
remarkable things do you think Nico- 
demus may have beep thinking of? (Re- 
view Lesson 2.) The Lord changed the 
subject by saying: You need to be born 
again. Nicodemus couldn’t, understand 
that. Fe’d been born already and had 
a good strong body. The Lord went on 
to_expluin: Yes, he had got his body 
when he was’ born as a baby — his hu- 
man life for here on earth. But for 
Heave:: he would have to have another 
life, God’s kind of life, not a new body, 
but a new birthday. 

How could he get that second birth- 
day? By believing in the Lord Jesus 
who was going to die on the cross for 
his gins. The new birthday of God’s 
life would be a gift from God. “God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life” (John 3:16, Mem- 
ory Verse). “The wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 

This second birthday—into God’s 
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family —is for you as much as for Nico- 
demus. If any boy or girl will open the 
door of his heart, the Lord Jesus will 
come and bring this life. (Rev. 3:20; 1 
John 5:11, 12. Pin a tiny circle of yel- 
low paper to the center of the gray 
circle of human life. Develop the thought 
and lead to decisions.) 

Read all of John 3, and memorize 
verse 36. 


Orono, MAINE. 
e 2 
For Primary Teachers | 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Nicodemus Comes To See Jesus 
(John 3:1-3, 16) 


TT IS night. A man comes down the / 


dark street, and I think he is carry- 
ing a lantern, for the streets in Pales- 
tine, when the Lord Jesus walked the 
earth, were not lighted with neon signs, 
great floodlights, not even with small 
street lights. “They were d-a-r-k, dark. 

This man is looking for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Why didn’t he come in the day- 
time? I don’t know, the Scripture does 
not say, but I am afraid he was a bit 
of a coward; he wasn’t brave enough to 
face what his friends, the other Phari- 
sees, would have said to him if they 
knew he came to see Jesus. 

His name is Nicodemus, and he is a 
ruler of the Jews. He wanted to ask 
Jesus some questions. He was one who 
believed Jesus was sent from God be- 
cause of the miracles He did. The Lord 
said some of the most wonderful things 
in all the Bible to Nicodemus that night, 
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all the marvelous verses in John 3 that 
we all learn. 

But Nicodemus couldn’t understand 
what the Lord Jesus meant, and so Jesus 
patiently’ explained some more. Still 
Nicodemus said, “How can these things 
be?” He couldn’t understand being born 
again. 

What was the matter ith him? He 
was a smart man, a ruler of the Jews, 
and knew the Old Testament Scriptures. 
But he was not born again, he did not 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour, and so he-couldn’t understand 
the things of God. That is what is the 
matter with so many very wise and 
learned people in the world who do not 
believe the Bible because they cannot 
understand it. If they would believe in 
the Christ of the Bible, they would be- 
lieve the Bible. 

Jesus told Nicodemus he must be born 
again. We all must be born again if 
we would have eternal life. Maybe you 
do not understand any better than Nico- 
demus did, about being born again. Let 
us see if we can explain it. 

When you go to school, you are told 
that everything belongs to either the 
vegetable, animal, or mineral kingdom. 
Things cannot change from one to the 
other; they must stay as they are nade. 

George has a dog named Major. He 
is a very smart dog, and George has 
taught him many tricks, but there are 
things George can’t teach him because 
he cannot understand them. He does 
not like to have George read him stories. 
He doesn’t understand them, because he 
is a dog. He will never be able to un- 
derstand them. He cannot change. 

In school they may tell you man be- 
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KENNETH S$. WUEST 


The Practical Use of the Greek New Testa- 
ment. Thesé scholarly explonations will lead 
students of Greek into a richer appreciation 
of New Testament truths. 128 pages; cloth 
cover. $2.00 


WILLIAM EVANS 


The Great Doctrines of the Covering 
the groundwork in the study of logy, this 
volume has been used for yeors in Bible 
training schools for Christian workers. 257 
pages; cloth cover, $1.50 


How to Prepare Sermons and Gospel 
Addresses. Do you know how to prepare 
effective messages? This volume will prove a 
practical help . . . written especially for 
ministers, theological students, and Christian 
laysnen. 174 pages; cloth cover. $1.25 


Personal Soul-Winning. That the individual 
Christian may be prompted, encouraged, and 
equipped to do personal soul-winning is the 
purpose of this book. 192 pages; cloth 
cover. $1.25 


WENDELL P. LOVELESS 


Manuel of Gospel 
by the former director of station WMBI, this 
book covers every phase of Christian radio: 
writing, programming, production, etc. 350 
pages, 35 illustrations; cloth cover. $3.50 


CLARENCE H. BENSON 


An Introduction to Child Study. An excel- 
lent book for teacher training classes or 
home use, this is o source of real preparation} 
for Sunday school teachers ond workers. 
240 pages; cloth cover. $1.50 


The Sunday School in Action. The author 

covers every phase ond requirement of 

Sunday school Work, and offers a standard 

text on all matters pertaining to the Sundoy 

ray 336 pages, illustrated; cloth cover. 
1.75 


Techniques of a Working Church. Prepored 
primarily as a text for students, this practical 
ond. thorough volume covers such phases as 
the board of overseers, the training program, 
extension work, and the financial system. 
266 pages; cloth cover. $2.75 


ORDER THROUGH YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE 
Oigt. 5 524 
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CHICAGO 10, ILLe 
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41947 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on white 
paper. ; 
Features 


Twelve pictures from the remarkable 
collection of Frances Jenkins Olcott, 
whose oe and a are 
well known to Sunday School'Times 


Scenes are localities where the events 
referred to in each month’s Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons were enacted. 
The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uni 
for each Sunday in the year. 
There is a Scripture memory verse for 
each day in the year. ° 

PRICES 


° . orders of 
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longs to the animal kingdom, but I am 
very sure they are wrong. Of course 
he is not a vegetable or a mineral, but 
God intended man to belong to another 
kingdom, God’s Kingdom, a heavenly 
Kingdom. Sin has spoiled man, but God 
still gives him a chance to change from 
his spoiled condition, by believing in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. When 
he does that, by God’s wonderful power, 
he becomes a new creature, no longer 
in this spoiled kingdom, which some call 
an animal kingdom, but a born-again 
child of God’s family. 

And so he can understand God’s Word. 
You ‘can understand what your earthly 
father says, can’t you? Of course you 
can, for you speak the same language. 
When you are born again, you can un- 
derstand what the Heavenly Father says, 
because you speak the same language. 

I am sure Nicodemus loved the Lord 
Jesus Christ, for he weakly defended 
Him once, and after Jesus was dead, he 
helped Joseph of Arimathea wrap His 
body in linen with his gift of costly 
spices. I hope Nicodemus believed in 
the Lord Jesus as his Saviour, but we 


What about you? Are you born again? 
Have you told people about it? 
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The Illustration Round Table 


of the 
Fecit"tae "total eatenitied gn each leesen to 
four illustrations. 

Even an Archdeacon—Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the king-‘ 
dom of God (John 3:3, Golden Text). 
Bishop John Taylor Smith, former 
Chaplain General of the British Army, 
once was preaching in a large cathedral 
on John 3:7. In order to drive it home, 
he said: “My dear people, do not substi- 
tute anything for the new birth. You 
may be a member of a church . . . but 
church membership is not new birth, 
and ‘except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.’ The 
rector was sitting at my left. Pointing 
to him, I said, You might be a clergy- 
man like my friend the rector here and 
not be born again, and ‘except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God.’ On my left sat the arch- 
deacon in his stall. Pointing directly 
at him, I said, You might even be an 
archdeacon like my friend in his stall 
and not be born again, and ‘except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” A day or so later 
he received a letter from the archdeacon, 
in which he wrote: “My dear Bishop: 
You have found me out. I have been 
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a clergym2n for over thirty years. ... 
Mine has been hard, legal service. I 
did not know what was the matter with 
me, but when you pointed directly to 
me and said, ‘You might even be an 
archdeacon . . . and not be born again,’ 
I realized in a moment what the trot- 
ble was. I had never known anything 
of the new birth.” Said Bishop Smith, 
“The next day we got together over the 
Word of God, and after some hours we 
both were on our knees, the archdeacon 
taking his place before God as a poor, 
lost sinner and telling the Lord’ Jesus 
he would trust Him as his Saviour. From 
that time on everything has been dif- 
ferent.”"—From “Illustrations of Bible 
Truth,” by H. A. Ironside. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Franklin Square, N. Y. 


Where Man Has Tp Stop.—Ye must be 
born again (John 3:7). The Literary 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Digest quotes a quip from the St. Joseph 
News Presa: “Man has now conquered 
almost ‘every dangerous thing in nature, 
except human nature.” It .was Christ 
who announced almost two thousand 
years ago, “That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; . . . Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must be born again.”— 
From Revelation. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Oh, for Dining Room Faith !—Nico- 
demus answered and said unto him, How 
can these things be? (John 3:9.) Did 
you ever raise a radish? You put a small, 
black seed into the black soil, and in a 
little while you return,to the garden 
and find the full-grown radish. The 
top is green, the body white, and almost 
transparent, and the skin a delicate red 
or pink. What mysterious power reaches 
out and gathers from the ground the 
particles which give it form and size 
and flavor? Whose is the invisible brush 
thht transfers to the root, growing in 
darkness the hues of the summer sunset? 
If we were to refuse to eat anything 
until we could understand the mystery 
of its creation we would die of starva- 
tion, but mystery, it seems, never bothers 
us in the dining room; it is only in the 
church that it causes us to hesitate— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Better Than Knowing How.—We speak 


that we do know (John 3:11). “Tell me 
how He got the song from the seraph 
and robed it in feathers and you have 
got it in the canary. Tell me, then, what 
I wish you could tell me, how Jesus 
came to my gypsy tent. Oh, it is such 
a mystery to me! I wish somebody 
would fathom the deep and scale the 
heights and explain it to me. When 
there was no Bible, when I could not 
spell my name, when I was only a little 
wandering gypsy boy, with my brother 
and three sisters and my father, with- 
out’ God and without hope in the world 
—tell me how Jesus came to that old 
gypsy tent and opened my eyes and made 


me know He was my Saviour and my, 


Lord. Tell me how, for I do not know. 
But I know He did it."—From Gypsy 
Rodney Smith, in the Brooklyn Eagle. 
Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


God’s Sure Cure—For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life (John 3:16). 

Life is short; 
Death is sure; 
Sin the curse; - 
Christ the cure. 
—From Bible Meditation Leaguer. Sent 
by Evarts T. Leighton, Bangor, Maine. 


I wonder many times that ever a child 
of God should have a sad heart, consid- 
ering what the Lord is preparing for 


~ him—Samuel Rutherford. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 8) 


1. In the Greek by an adversive particle. 
The Lord Jesus Christ did not trust Him- 
self to the superficial believers (2:24), but 
He opened His heart to Nicodemus. 


2. If a man comes to me at night, I reckon 
he is in dead earnest. Why not believe it 
was so with Nicodemus? 1 


3. That he and others (“we”) had been 
discussing Jesus, and wanted to know the 
authoritative message that He brought from 
God. te 


4. No. Nicodemus was a moral, cultured, 
religious, educated man, and he was told 
he must be born again. 


5. The natural man’s inability to see, or 
comprehend, the things of the Kingdom of 
God. (See 1 Cor. 2:14.) 


6. This. is the mysterious, sovereign work 
of the Holy Spirit which enables a man 
to receive the Gospel and exercise true 
repentance and living faith. (See v. 8.) 


1 9”. Because “that whith is born’ of the 
flesh is [still] flesh,” no matter what im- 
provemecits are made on it, and the King- 
dom of God is spiritual. 


8. His complete confusion (vs. 4, 9), in 
face of spiritual truth, revealed that high 
intelligence and religious learning are far 
from adequate. 

9. C-a-l-v-a-r-y. 


10. Yes. He raised a lone’ voice in the 
Sanhedrin in His defense (John 7:50-52), 
and braved the scorn of his fellow Phari- 
sees in his loving ministry to the body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ (John 19:39-42). 


Going Back, or Going On? 


(Continued from second page) 


with Him in His trials did so because 
they truly, deeply, savingly belieyed. 

And what is it thus to believe on the 
Lord Jesus? When Dr. Paton, mission- 
ary to the New Hebrides, was ‘seeking 
a word with which to translate “be- 
lieve” when putting the Gospel of John 
into the native tongue, he got it from 
a native worker in this way. Coming 
in one day after a wearing trip, the 
native sank down into a chair in the 
missionary’s room, and put his feet on 
another, saying, “I am resting my whole 
weight on these two chairs.” He used 
one native word for this idea of resting 
one’s whole weight on something, and 
Dr. Paton had his word for “believe.” 
For that is what it is to believe on the 
Lord Jesus savingly, to rest your whole 
weight upon Him. Only such as do 
that continue in the Christian life. Test- 
ings come, and wé cannot endure unto 
the end, unless we are resting our whole 
weight upon our Lord. 

With which company are we found — 
those who are going back, or have gone 
back from Christ, or those who are go- 
ing on, continuing with Him despite all? 
If we are wise, we shall repose our 
whole weight in Christ and go all the 
way with Him. Is it not a far greater 
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loss for us to lose Christ than for Him 
to lose us? He can do without us: we 
cannot do without Him. If we fail Him, 
He can find other followers; but to whom 
shall we go to find another Saviour? 


Will ye also go away? 
Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast 
the words of eternal life. 


rm 
A Colony of Mercy in the South 


N THE mountains of North Carolina 

a group of Christién men are plan- 
ning to establish a refuge for alcoholics. 
It is to be known as the “Hebron Colony 
of Mercy,” and has already received a 
certificate of incorporation. The aim of 
the Board of Directors and the Advisory 
Council is to show men the way of de- 
liverance from the slavery of the drink 
habit through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


The directors have an option ona 
beautiful estate on which they must 
make a down payment of $10,000 by Feb- 
ruary 1. The fine eighteen-room house 
and twelve acres of land, called “Otta- 
ray,” is at Shulls Mills, nine miles from 
Boone, seven miles from Blowing Rock, 
and eighty-five miles northeast of Ashe. 
ville. The financial policy will be to 
make no charge, but accept from those 
able to pay contributions to help oper- 
ate the colony. In many respects it will 
be similar to the Colony of Mercy at 
Keswick, N. J., well known to Tmves 
readers. 


The Rev. E. A. Dillard, pastor of the 
Bible Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, 
N,. C., is president of the Board of Di- 
rectors, and Mr. John M. “Gallagher is 
treasurer. Contributions may be sent 
to the Hebron Colony of Mercy, Inc., 
Box 4141, Charlotte 4, N. C. 





Making Good Use of 
Old Copies of the Times 


ANY readers of the Tres, who 

have found help in its pages, are 
glad to pass on their old copies to’ those 
who will read them. The Railway Mis- 
sion, with offices in Buffalo and Toronto, 
carries on a witness not only among 
railroad men, but also aims to reach 
small railway towns in isolated places. 
William A. Fuller, the director, writes 
that the Mission has the addresses of 
many lonely homes on its list, and that 
he will be glad to send such addresses 
to Times readers who would like to send 
back issues to these homes. The postage 
rate to Canada for printed matter is 1% 
cents for two ounces, 


Requests for addresses should be sent 
to Mr. William A. Fuller, the Railway 
Mission, 29 Elam Place, Buffalo 14, N. Y. 
‘The Canadian office is at_ 109 Evelyn 
Crescent, Toronto, 9. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 3. JANUARY 19. A LEPER HEALED 


Mark 1:35-45 (Supplementary Reading: Luke 4:42-44, 5:12-14, Matt. 8:2-4, Lev. 13:44-46) 
Golden Text.—And as soon as hé had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.—Mark 1:42 


Kine James Version 


Mark 1:35 And in the morning, rising up a great while before 
day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there 
prayed. 5 \ 


36 And Simon and they that were with him followed after him. 
37 And when they had found him, they said unto him, All men 


seek for thee. 


38 And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that 
I may preach there.also: for therefore came I forth. 


38 And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, 


and cast out devils. 


40 And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneel- 
ing down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst 


make me clean. ; 


The Lesson in Genera! 
_By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


YER and power are conspicuous 
P= this lesson. They are two things 
divinely joined together. The Lord 
Jesus Christ was “made in the like- 
néss of men” (Phil. 2:7). Taking t 
place, He acted as maneshould act. 
should be obedient to and dependent 
upon God.” The man Christ Jesus is 
the only man who perfectly fulfilled 
man’s responsibility in this world. | 

Knowing the Old Testament as He 
did, the Lord was acquainted with all 
the encoura ents to prayer given 
therein; and fulfilled the injunctions to 
pray and knew all the men of prayer 

‘mentioned in its pages. 

It is precious to think how He would 
linger over the words: “The Lord God 
hath given me the tongue of the learned 
{or instructed], that I should know how 
to speak a word in season to him that 
is weary: he wakeneth morning by 
morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear 
as the learned” (Isa. 50:4). 

If the perfect Man forestalled the dawn 
in order to commune with His Father, 
how much more should imperfect men 
lean in dependence upon Him who is 
almighty. Prayerlessness is often the 
secret of powerlessness. 

The Lord had slipped out of the house 
so quietly that no one knew of His 
departure. Simon and his friends “fol- 
lowed after him.” Students of the 
original language point out that the ex- 
pression “followed after him” is very 
expressive. It denotes (1) to follow 
hard upon, (2) to pursue closely, to 

track out. They virtually had to hunt 
Him. 


Him, “All men seek for 
insight into His devo- 


What an 





tion they must have received when they 
learned that instead of a yearning to 
bask in the blaze of popularity, He was 
determined to fulfill His mission to 
preach the divine message to country 
towns. a : 

This He did “throughout all Galilee” 
and “cast out devils.” He “went about 
doing good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil.” After this mani- 
festation of power, a leper approaches 
Him, beseeches Him, kneels down to 
Him, and says, “If thou wilt, thou canst 
make me clean.” 

Then is seen the Lord’s compassion. 
He puts forth His hand and touches the 
loathsome creature, assuring him of His 
perfect willingness, and immediately the 
leper ig cleansed. : 

The Jews were satisfied that only God 
‘could cleanse a man of leprosy (2 Kings 
5:7). The perfect Man’was “God... 
manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). 


The Lesson in Detail \ 

Mark 1:35.—“And in the morning, ris- 
ing up a great while before day ... 
and there prayed.” This ‘verse gave a 
great lift to one reader of it, because 
he learned! from it that he “could never 
be up too early for the Lord.” His 
thought was that his troubles began with 
his first conscious moment, but the Lord 
was interceding for him “a great while 
before day.” He is always ahead of our 
daily troubles—and ministers sufficient 
grace to carry us through all our trials 
whenever and wherever they may arise. 

The Lord had many towns to visit, 
much preaching to do, much: service to 
render, and many sorrows to soothe. 
Each individual case was prayed over 
in communion ‘with His. Father. Not 
one of them would take Him by sur- 
prise. He was prepared for every one 
of. them. 

Although He is glorified now, we are 
assured: He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for us (Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:34). 


4 





41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and 
touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean. , 

42 And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the: leprosy 
departed from him, and he was cleansed. 

43 And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away; 

4 And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but 
go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing 
those things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

45 But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to blaze 
abroad the matter, insomuch that. J 
enter into the city, but was without in desert places: and they 
came to him from every quarter. 
The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 

copyrighted by The 

and used by permission. 


could no more openly 


American Council of Christian Churches, 


Verses 36, 37—“And Simon and they 
that were with him followed after him. 


_ And when they had found him, they 


said unto him, All . . . seek for thee.” 
It is easy to form a mental picture of 
this group hunting for the Lord. The 
Sea of Galilee was closely surrounded 
with desert solitudes. These “desert 
places” thus close at hand on the table- 
lands or in the ravines of the eastern 
and western ranges gave opportunity 
of retirement for rest or prayer. 

Peter and his companions, beihg ac- 
customed to fish on that lake, doubtless 
knew all these solitary places. They 
found Lord in one of them and has- 
tened to tell Him that as a result of 
the previous day’s healings, all men 
were seeking Him. 

Verse 38.—“And he said unto them, Let 
us go into the next towns, that.I may 
preach there also: for therefore came 
I forth.” Popularity tests a public 
speaker or worker. The perfection of 
our Lord is.manifested here by the fact 
that publicity did not deter Him one 
iota from fulfilling the purpose for which 
He came into the world — that of preach. 
ing the Word of God. 

“Towns,” in this verse, really means 
village or country towns. Visualize His 
turning away from the crowds in the 
city of Capernaum and going to small 
country towns such as Dalmanutha, Mag- 
dala, Bethsaida, and Chorazin, which 
were in that vicinity. 

Too often popular speakers imagine 
they are being demoted if they are asked 
to go.to a small town from a large city; 
but not so our gracious Lord. 


Verse 39.—“And he preached in their 
synagogues throughout ali Galilee, and 
cast out devils [or demons].” What a 
faithful worker! How steadfastly He 
carried out His mission regardless of 
popular feeling. 

Verse 40—“And there came a leper to 
him, beseeching him, and kneeling down 


y. 























Lesson for January 19 


to him, and saying unto him, If thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Luke, 
the beloved physician, describes the man 
as being “full of leprosy.” Leprosy is 
one of the most terrible of all maladies, 
a living death, a dissolution little by 
little of the whole body, so that one 
limb after another actually decays and 
falls away. 

With covered lip, bared head, rent gar- 
ments, and crying, “Unclean, unclean,” 
the leper was a parable of death, 

“Leprosy was in Israel so connected 
with banishment from the presence of 
God, and in itself so virulent and incur- 
able an evil, as readily to suggest the 
corruption and malignity of sin as that 
of which it was a type” (Numerical 
Bible). 

Picture this loathsome specimen of 
humanity coming, beseeching, kneeling 
to the Lord, and saying, “If thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean.” His faith 
was defective in that it only embraced 
the Lord’s power. It questioned His 
willingness. 

He was a contrast to the man men- 
tioned in Mark 9:22, who questioned the 
Lord’s power or ability. There are 
persons today who question both the 
Lerd’s willingness and ability to save 
them. 

‘Was the Lord willing to cleanse the 
helpless leper? Yes, blessed be His 
name, He was. He not only said, “I 
will,” but He was moved with compas- 
sion toward the afflicted man. He always 
surpasses our best thoughts of Him. He 
loves to do “exceeding abundantly” 
above all we ask or think. 


Verse 41.—“‘And Jesus, moved with 
compassion, put fdrth his .hand, and 
touched him, and saith unto him, I will; 
be thou clean.” “Someone has said, “The 
deep fountain of divine love’ within Him 
rose up and overflowed. With His hand 
He touched him and with His lips He 
spoke and the man was cleansed.” 

What He did for the leper physically, 
He will do spiritually for every helpless 
sinner who comes to Him. He says, “Him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out” (John 6:37). 


Verses 43, 44—“And he sstraitly 
charged him, and forthwith sent him 
away; and saith unto him, See thou say 
nothing to any man: but go thy way, 
shew thyself to the priest, and offer for 
thy cleansing those things which Moses 
commanded, for a testimony unto them.” 
The Mosaic economy was still in effect. 
There were offerings for cleansing, ac- 
cording to Leviticus 13 and 14. 

The word “straitly charged him” de- 
notes a charging or commanding with 
sternness. 


Verse 45.—“But he went out, and be-. 


gan to publish it much, and to blaze 
abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus 
could no more openly enter into the 
city, but was without in ‘desert places: 
and they came to him from every quar- 





‘sires it made known. 
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a 
Last Week's Lesson 
2. January 12.—Christ’s Sabbath Day 
RRA Rh fe ES he Os ~Mark 1:21-34 
(Supplementary Reading: Luke 4: 
31-41; Matthew 8:14, 15.) 


Next Week’s Lesson 
4. January 26.—Forgiveness of Sins. 
Mark 2:1-12 
(Supplementary Reading: Matthew 
9:1-8; Luke 5:18-26; 7:41-50; 15: 
1-24.) 








ter.” The man was disobedient to the 
Lord’s charge, and the disobedience was 
a hindrance to the Lord’s movements. A 
certain degree of secrecy and reserve 
was necessary in respect to the Lord’s 
miracles, or it would have been impos- 
sible for Him to have moved from place 
to place. But in the more important 
matter of a sinner’s salvation, He de- 
“Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me” (Acts 1:18). 


Outline of the Lesson 


The Lord prayed before and after His 
works. 

Prayer is an expression of our depend- 
ence upon God. 

Prayer may be considered a waste of 
time by others, especially if they see 
no public results from our efforts; but 
if we seek to carry on without private 
prayer, we may discover that our service 
is wasted time. 

Put the emphasis on preaching the 
Word. The Lord did. 

Have compassion on the persons dealt 
with. 


Pointers 


Leprosy, like sin, is in a person before 
it comes out. 

Like sin, leprosy’s first manifestation 
is insignificant. 

Leprosy, like sin, spreads rapidly. 

The Jews called leprosy “the Finger 
of God,” and emphatically, “the Stroke.” 

Compare the cases of Moses (Exod. 
4:6); Miriam (Num. 12:10); Naaman (2 
Kings 5); Gehazi (2 Kings 5:25-27); 
Uzziah (2 Chron. 26: 16-23); and the four 
leprous men of Samaria (2 Kings 7). 

Naaman was the only leper cleansed 
in the days of Elisha (Luke 4:27). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Qudstions for Testher end Clos 
By Marian Bishop Bower 


VER and over again we find prophecies 

from the Old Testament fulfilled in 

Christ. Where were His prayer life 
and, dependence upon the Father prophe- 
sied? 

2. Why was Jesus not willing to go back 
to “Capernaum, though His disciples said, 
all men seek for thee”? 

3. Why has God used signs and wonders 
from time to time? 

4. Leviticus 13:45 gives the rule: “And 
the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes 
shall be rent, and his head bare, and he 
shall put a covering upon his upper lip, 
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What 





and shall cry, unclean.” 


did this signify? 

5. How did the leper show before he spoke 
that he recognized Jesus as more than a 
rabbi— as Jehovah who had power to heal 
him? 


6. What was one great difference between 
Elisha’s healing of Naaman, through God's 
power, and the Lord’s healing of the leper? 

7. Why in the Scriptures is leprosy used 
as a type of sin? 

8. Why did the Lord say to the leper, 
“See thou say nothing to any man’? 

9. What did the Law require of a cléansed 
leper? 

10. Was it right for the Lord to conform 
to Mosaic ritual? Why? 

(Answers on page 18) 


For Teen-Age Young Folks — 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
“THou Canst Make Me CLEAN” 


O YOUNG folks in America where 

cleanliness is given a primary em- 
phasis in homes, schools, business, and 
society, the leper’s request may seem 
strange, especially ‘since it came from 
one who needed the cleansing rather 
than as a suggestion from one who could 
cleanse. To Jewish people, though, 
cleanliness was also a primary concern; 
as we learn from Leviticus, and this 
leper’s plight must have been miserable 
to him. Cleanliness may not have been 
his ultimate desire, but surely it was 
his most prominent one. If he were 
a man with a home, he would have 
wanted the love and companionship of 
his family, and have wanted to work 
for them rather than be a burden to 
them. If he were alone in the world, he 
would still have wanted release from 
the agonizing pain, isolation, and inade- 
quacy of his disease, and certainly he 
coveted a chance to fill a place of social 
usefulness. 

Have you ever been at your “wit’s 
end,” when all your wisdom seemed to 
be “swallowed up” (Psa. 107:27); ali 
sources of help gone, and you did not 
know what next to do? It must have 
seemed like that to the poor leper as 
he considered long, helpless years ahead. 
Better would it be to die than to carry 
on, 

Periods of despondency come to every- 
one, and handicaps are no respecter of 
persons. They attack us all, not as spots 
of leprosy, perhaps, but as flaws of cit- 
cumstance that obstruct our progress. 
Your handicap may be physical, eco- 
nomic, domestic, social, scholastic, emo- 
tional, financial, material, or it may even 
be spiritual. Discuss how such handi- 
caps hinder one from living a useful, 
happy life. In what ways might they 
serve as a challenge to new, exciting 
adventures in the demonstration of prac- 
tical Christian living? 

What dic the leper do with his handi- 
cap? He saw the Lord Jesus Christ as 
a Man so clean in His own personal life, 
so wise and kind, so powerful and re- 


Unclean, - 
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ATS Tract Contest 
Closes March 1, 1947 


Original unpublished tracts in any of 
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sourceful that the poor, unhappy leper 
was convinced that Christ could satisfy 
his need. He did not say, “Can you help 
me?” for he was sure that Jesus could 
help. Rather he declared, “Thou canst 
make me clean,” with the condition, “If 
thou wilt!” Christ was prepared for 
this man’s emergency. He had daily 
fellowship with His Heavenly Father 


(Mark 1:35); He had been meeting men’s, 


spiritual needs as He preached the Word 
(v. 38); He had been meeting physical 
and material needs as He “cast out 
devils” (v.39). Ages before, the Lord had 
said to Abraham, “I am the Almighty God; 
walk before me, and be thou perfect” 
(Gen. 17:1). To Paul He said, “My grace 
is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor.12: 
9). To the leper He said, “I will; be thou 
clean!” He answers each person’s need 
in the way that will most perfectly glo- 
rify Him. 

Will you take your worst handicap and 
dedicate it to the Lord? He may want 
to use you just as you-are, handicap and 
all. Remember and ieve this prom- 
ise: “The Lord will perfect that which 
concerneth me” (Psa. 138:8). When you 
are convinced that He has taken a per- 
sonal interest in your affairs, no handi- 
cap can keep you down. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Teaching the Juniprs 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


APPROACH 


The loss of wealth is much; 

The loss of health is more: 
But the loss of Christ is such a loss 
As no man can restore. 


ET us read this little poem from the 
blackboard. Jane, you may erase 
some word in the poem and then we 
will say it again. (Let each member 
of the class have a turn erasing any 
word he chooses while the rest continue 
saying it. They’ will all know it by the 
time it is completely erased.) 
Tue Story 
Today we have the story of a man 
who had. lost both his wealth and his 
health. This man lived near the Sea 
of Galilee. He lived in a miserable hut 
away off by itself. He could not go near 
his old home or touch any of his pos- 
sessions. His family and friends always 
kept a good distance from him. When- 
ever anyone camé near he had to ‘call 
out, “Unclean! unclean!’ Those who 
heard his sad cry may. have felt sorry 
for him, but they stayed as far away 
from him as possible. Do you know 
what was the matter with him, John? 
You are right. He had the terrible dis- 
ease of leprosy. He had lost his health 
and his wealth at the same time. He 
had had to leave his home and all his 
possessions because his disease was 
“catching.” No doctor could help him. 
Every day he got worse. He had noth- 
ing to look forward to but death. 
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And then one day he heard that the 
Lord Jesus was preaching in the vil- 
lages of Galilee. And He healed all who 
came to Him. No case was too hard 
for Him, Cannot you see the face of 
the poor leper light up with hope? “Oh, 
if Christ will only come to my village !” 
And the Lord Jesus did come. 

When the poor leper heard that Jesus 
had come, he went'to Him and knelt 
down to Him, saying, “If thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean.” What did the 
Lord Jesus answer? Did He say, “Get 
away from me. How dare you come so 
near?” Read Christ’s answer, Gary, in 
Mark 1:41. Did you notice, the Lord 
Jesus did not even hesitate to touch 
him? And He is the only person who 
could say, “I will; be thou clean.” “And 
as soon as he [Jesus] ‘had spoken, imme- 
diately the leprosy departed from him, 
and he was cleansed.” What a: won- 
derful day it was for that leper when 
he met the Lord Jesus! 

CoNncLUSION 

Have you ever met the Lord Jesus 
and been cleansed from your sin? Sin 
is worse than leprosy. Leprosy kills 
only the body. Sin kills the soul. Let 
us» see how this man got cured of his 
leprosy. 

1. He knew he had the disease. 

2. He wanted to be cleansed. 

3. He believed that the Lord Jesus 
could cleanse him. 

4. He kneeled down before the Lord. 

5. He asked the Lord to cure him. 

6. The Lord said, “I will; be thou 
clean.” 

7. Immediately 
cleansed. ~ 

Go over these points with the class in 
connection with sin. Remind them that. 

The loss of Christ is such a loss 
As no man can restore. ° 
During, or after, class pray with indi- 
viduals who want to be saved. 
ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 

If all members of the class are saved, 
tell about the leper as he goes to the 
priest. It is not necessary to spend much 
time on details of ceremonial cleansing. 
But the blood and then the oil put on 
ear, thumb, and toe of leper show that 
henceforth he is to hear the Lord’s word, 
do the Lord’s bidding, and walk in the 
Lord’s ways (Lev. 14). 

FEK..DALE, WASH. 
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The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 
Topic and Scripture: 
Sin Is Like Leprosy 
(Mark 1:35-45) 
N OUR Treasure Chest is a baseball. 
If I throw it at Ronny, what will he 


his leprosy * was 


do? What else besides baseballs can 
you catch? Did anyone ever catch 
measles? 


Across the sea there is a disease we 
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seldom hear about in this country. It is 
called leprosy. Let’s all say the word 
together. 

Leprosy starts, usually, as a little spot 
on the arm or leg, and this spot is so 
numb. that a pin could be stuck into it 
yet the leper could not feel anything. 
But these spots grow and become great 
sores. 

Leprosy is catching, too. In Jesus’ 
day a leper had to leave his home and 
family and wander around begging for 
food. If people came near, he was sup- 
posed to cry, “Unclean! unclean !” Then 
people would keep away from him. 

One day the Lord Jesus Christ was 
walking along the road. Suddenly a 
poor leper came hobbling toward Him. 
He was thin, dirty, and covered. with 
sores. When the Lord Jesus’ friends saw 
him, they drew back afraid. But Jesus 
kindly reached out His hand and laid 
it on the leper’s head. It was the first 
time in years that anyone had touched 
him. 

And what do you think the leper said? 
Here, I will read it to you from God's 
holy Book. (Read Mark 1:41, 42, then 
reread in children’s language.) 

The last part of verse 42 is our mem- 
ory text. Let us say it together. 

My, how happy that’ man must have 
been! Where do you think he looked 
first to see if the sores were gone? And 
I wonder what he did next after saying 
“Thank You” to Jesus? 

There is a ‘great deal about leprosy 
in the Bible. Because leprosy is so much 
like sin. 

Leprosy starts with a little spot. So 
does sin. Leprosy doesn’t hurt. It rots 
the flesh so that germs get in and make 
other diseases which do hurt,' but ep- 
rosy itself makes no pain. Sin doesn’t 
hurt at first either. Sometimes it seems 
like a lot of fun. Leprosy usually ends 
in death. Sin ends in a death that lasts 
‘forever and ever. 

But oh, listen to this: the Lord Jesus 
Christ can heal leprosy. And He can 
heal sin, too. How did the leper get 
healed? He did four things—it was 
like taking four steps. Dick, come hédre 
and take four steps slowly while I name 
each step. 

All right—~ (1) The leper came to the 
Lord Jesus. (2) He knelt and said he was 
a leper. (3) He asked Jesus to heal 
him. (4) He let the Lord Jesus Christ 
make him entirély well. 

Now, Jean, you come and take four 
steps slowly while I name them for us 
here. (1) We come where the Lord Jesus 
is—and we know He is everywhere. 
(2) We pray and confess we are sinners. 
(3) We ask Jesus Christ to forgive and 
heal us. (4) We let Him make our 
hearts clean and white. 

How many have taken step one? How 
many have taken all four? Does any- 
one want to do it now? 


FORESTVILLE, N. Y. 
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Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
and explaining the conditions upon which 
Tiustrations are accepted may had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not ad cli from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tabi ference is given to illustrations 
oa the printed lesson text. Because of the 
paper shortage, readers are asked to 
mit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four Hlustrations. 

Glad To Be a Leper.—And as soon as 
he had spoken, immediately the leprosy 
departed from him, and he was cleansed 
(Mark 1:42, Golden Text). Peking mis- 
sionaries were astounded when an old 
man said: “I am glad I am a,leper! 
For if I had not been a leper, I never 
would have come to this hospital and 
would never have learned to know Jesus. 
I had rather be a leper with Jesus Christ 
than be free from leprosy without Him.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


Are You This Busy?—And in the 
morning, rising up a great while before 
day, he went out, and departed into a 


‘solitary place, and there prayed (Mark 


1:35). Luther once said: “I am so busy 
now that I find if I did not spend two or 
three hours each day in prayer, I could 
not get through the day. If I should 
neglect prayer byt a single day, I should 
lose a great deal of the fire of faith,”— 
From the Link and Visitor. Sent by Mrs. 
M. O. Perry, Nova Scotia, Can. Prize 
illustration. 


The Upper Air.—He went out, and de- 
parted {nto a solitary place (Mark 1:35). 
There is a place for fellowship, but not 
here. Eagles do not go in flocks. If 
you are minded to take the upper air, 
you must learn to go alone.—From Dr. 
C. I. Scofield. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can.; and Mrs. Paul W. Evans, 
Hollister, Okla. 


Service Demands Preparation.—There- 
fore came I forth (Mark 1:38). (Moffatt 
translates this ‘passage thus: “That is 
why I came out here.”) It was early 
morning in the house of Simon Peter, 
and Jesus, the guest, was missing. The 
Sabbath had been a busy day for Him 
— worshiping in the synagogue, minis- 
tering in the home of Simon, and healing 
the multitudes who gathered about the 
door. Nightfall had found Him very 
weary. At last quietness settled down 
and the household slept. Now it is 
morning — and He is missing! The dis- 
ciples went in search of Him, and found 
Him prostrate on the ground—in a 
lonely place. Can we not imagine the 
scene? We can almost hear them say, 
“Why, Master, everybody is looking for 
you.” (“All men seek for thee.”) Then 
it came out. Jesus told them that He 
had to undertake work in several new 
communities, adding: “That is why I 
came out here.” (“Therefore came I 
forth.”) Human service demanded di- 
vine preparation. Before speaking to 
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MY VINEYARD 
By Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann 


A warmly human story for young and 
old. Refreshing in its simplicity, My 
Vineyard unfolds the struggle of the. 
peace-loving widow Rachel to retain her 
home and vineyard; the fortunes of her 
erring son Dismas; the tender romance 
of her daughter Miriam. Through the 
story you see the influence of Jesus on 
Rachel’s home, and upon the tempestu- 
ous Simon Peter. Rich in emotion, sea-’ 
soned* with humor and romance, alive 
with treachery, My Vineyard sustains 
your interest to the climax — then takes 
you by surprise. At your bookstore, 
$1.75—or order from 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 * South Jefferson Avenue 
St. Louis 18 P . Missouri 
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men, He needed to listen to God. He 
was not running away from duty, but 
preparing for it.—From the Upper Room. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, 
Va. 


Different Hands—And Jesus, moved 
with compassion, put forth his hand, and 
touched him (Mark 1:41). The Rev. Ira 
Gillett, missionary in Portuguese East 
Africa, tells the story of a group of 
natives who had made a long ‘journey 
and walked past a government hospital 
to come to the mission hospital for treat- 
ment. When asked why they had walked 
the extra distance to reach the mission 
hospital when the same medicines were 
available at the government institution, 
they replied, “The medicines may be the 
same, but the hands are different.”— 
From the Upper Room. Sent by Alta F. 
Silsby, New Bedford, Mass. 


w 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(Tite questions are on page 15) 


1. In Isaiah 50:4: “He wakeneth morning 
by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear 
as the learned.” 

2. He knew that the throngs sought Him 
because of His miracles) Though He came 
to minister, His work was to reveal Him- 
self as the promised Messiah, to “preach 
the kingdom of God towother cities also” 
(Luke 4:48). Capernaum had seen and 
heard. r 


3. He has used miracles at times of great 
change in the lives of His people, or when 
new truths were being revealed. They 
marked the changes or new truths as com- 
ing from Him. They will be used again 
to show the falseness of the lying wonders 
of the Devil. (See Exod. 7-14; 1 Kings 18; 
Acts 2; 3; 2 Thess. 2:8-12; Rev. 11; 13.) 

» 4. The leprosy was considered as moral 
death. Not only were those stricken with 
it required to dwell apart from. others, 
but they had to dress as mourners dressed. 
It was as if they were mourning for their 


.Own death as they uttered their heart- 


breakingly tragic cry, ‘“Unclean! unclean !” 
5. He came to Jesus, kneeling before Him. 
He would have run away from a rabbi, for 
Jewish Law to which tradition had been 
added allowed no contact with the leper. 


6. Naaman was disappointed that Elisha 


. The loving Lord laid His hand 
upon the leper. 

7. Because like sin there was then no cure 
by human means; it is in the blood; it is 
defiling and loathsome. 

8. Jesus shrank from the crowds that fol- 
lowed Him merely to see His miracles. The 


9. That. he show himself to the priest and 
be pronounced clean (Lev. 14:2-32) before 
he could go back to live with his fellow 


3 


10. Yes, it was absolutely right. His con- 
forming to the things Which Moses com- 


testimony unto them” (v. 44). He came to 


fulfil] the Law (Matt. 5:17). It was not until 
the death of the Lord that the veil of the 
was rent; it was not until after 
His ascension, and the 
the Holy Spirit that believers 
under the law, but under grace” 
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The Keys to John’s Gospel 


(Continued from page 4) 


This miracle demonstrated His mastery 
over natural law. 

6. Healing the Man Born Blind (9:1- 
12, 41). The point of this miracle is not 
so much the fact that Jesus healed a 
difficult case as that He did so in an- 
swer to the question, “Why should this 
man have been so afflicted?” He shows 
here that He is the Master of misfortune. 

7. The Raising of Lazarus (11:1-46). 
This miracle indicates that Jesus is in- 
controvertibly the Master of death. 

These seven miracles, then, are pre- 
eminently signs because they point to 
those aspects of Jesus’ ministry in which 
He demonstrated His mastery over the 
factors of life that we are unable to 
change. Quality, space, time, quantity, 
natural law, misfortune, and death cir- 
cumscribe the world in which we live. 
Our daily existence is a struggle against 
their limitations. His superiority over 
them, as revealed by these events called 
“signs,” is the proof of His deity and a 
clue to understanding what the writer 
desires to say about Him. 


(To be continued) 
we 


- The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 19 


3. World Churches Present a United 
Front (Dan. 7:13, 14; Acts 1:8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society bf Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission, 

S WE read what God’s Word has to 

say concerning the Church, we can- 
not doubt that God desired and has. 
planned for the unity of all believers. 
In His great intercessory prayer (John 
17), just before His crucifixion, the Lord 
Jesus prayed that His disciples, and also 
those which should believe on Him 
thtough their testimony, might be one, 
even as He arid the Father are one. 

In Ephesians 4, the Holy Spirit, 
through Paul; likened believers to a 
body with each part properly joined and 
tied together, the head of which is the 
Lord Jesus Himself. So interrelated is 
this body that, as we learn in 1 Corinth- 
ians 12, when one member suffers, all 
the members suffer with it, and when 
one member is honored, all the other | 
members rejoice with it. 

Why is it, then, that we find teday so 
many denominations and groups, each 
elaiming to be Christian, and yet differ- 
ing, sometimes violently, with one an- 
other on. the interpretation of the Chris- 
tian faith? The basic reasons for dis- 
sehsions and differences is seen in the 
sécond chapter of Paul’s Letter to the 
Colossians, and may’ be summed up in 
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verse 19 (R. V.) in the words, “not 
holding fast the Head.” Paul warned 
the Colossian Christians against those 
who would come with “enticing words,” 
seeking to draw them away from sim- 
ple faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
against those who would “through phi- 
losophy and vain deceit, after the tra- 
dition of men,” try to bring believers 
under the legality of forms and cere- 
monies and man-made ordinances. 
4 

We need to see, however, that Prot- 
estantism’s numerous denominations and 
groups are not a sign of weakness but 
of strength. If, when apostasy or error 
has appeared in a large group, there had 
been no protest. or withdrawal, this 
would have been a sign of death, not 
life. Many of the Protestant denomina- 
tions that we have today exist because at 
some time in the history of the church 
one or both of the evils mentioned above 
have crept into the body of believers. At 
the time of the Reformation the existing 
church had drawn away from the simple 
apostolic faith, and had set up an ecclesi- 
astical hierarchy and had substituted 
man-made regulations and penances for 
the simple faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as requirements for salvation. The Prot- 
estant Reformation was a return to the 


Wé6rd of God, and a repudiation of the 


apostasy of the Church of Rome. 
oh 

Likewise, in the days of the Wesleys, 
the Church of England. had become cor- 
rupt. Her ministers were living disso- 
lute and inconsistent lives. The common 
people were being deceived into think- 
ing that the observance of forms and 
ceremonies was sufficient as a passport 
into Heaven. Many, seeing the sin in 
the lives of the leaders of'the church, 
had no Christian faith at all. It was 
then that John and Charles Wesley and 
Whitfield were used to turn the thoughts 
of men tothe need for a saving faith 
in Christ #id for holy living and Bible 
study, and consistent Christian walk. 

ve 

In the day in which we live, we find 

many outstanding Christian leaders in 


some of our largest denominations who ~ 


deny the deity of the Lord Jesus, who 
question His virgin birth, and His bodily 
resurrection, and who sneer at those who 
hold the Bible to be the inspired Word 
of God. Some of the so-called Christian 


denominations welcome into their mem- - 


bership those who do not know what it 
is to be born again. These conditions 
have brought about the withdrawal of 
many believers from some of the larger 
denominations, and the formation of 
new denominations or groups, such as 
the independent churches, the Bible Prot- 
estants, the General Association of Regu- 
lar Baptist Churches, North, the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church (South), the 
Brethren churches, the Bible Presbyte- 
rian Church, the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church, and the iike. ; 

In recent years, among the larger de- 
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“IF | HAVE EATEN 
MY MORSEL ALONE” 


6¢VF I have eaten my morsel my- 

self alone, and the fatherless 
hath not eaten thereof; then let 
mine arm fall from my shoulder 
blade, and mine arm be broken 
from the bone” (Job 31:16, 17, 22). 

Strong language indeed! But this 
is how an ancient saint of God felt, 
seeing distress around him. This 
is how we feel today with thou- 
sands of our Jewish friends and 
Hebrew Christian brethren in the 
grip of a tragedy that knows no 
parallel. Oh, the pathos of their 
misery! We cannot eat our morsel 
by ourselves and still call ourselves 
Christian. 

If you could only come for one 
day to the headquarters of THE 
FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSION- 
ARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC., 
and read the letters from our des- 
titute brethren crying out for help 
and for mercy, your hearts would 
melt within you as do ours. 

In response to their cry, we are 
doing our utmost to relieve their 
suffering. To Poland, Germany, 
Austria, Hungary, France, Belgium, 
Palestine, North Africa, Shanghai, 
and mariy other places, go food and 
clothing for the weary Children of 
Israel, together with the Word of 
Life. 


Please send your gifts to 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., Gen. Secretary 
Dr. Joseph T. Britan, Treasurer 


‘| Treasurer for Canada: 


Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D., Principal 
Alma College, St. Thomas, Ont., Can. 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My 
Glory,” sent to all contributors, and 
also on request. 
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nominations, a central body, made up 


of representatives of the denominations, . 


has claimed to speak for American Prot- 
estantism. It is called the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America. 
It claims to be evangelical, but it wel- 
comes into its membership groups that 
are admittedly not evangelical, and many 
of its outstanding leaders openly deny 
the great essentials & the historic Chris- 
tian faith. 

But, in spite of its claims to be the 
voice of American Protestantism, the 
Federal Council has no authority to 
speak for many thousands do not en- 
dorse the liberal and Christ-denying 
views and policies of the Council. Two 
organizations have been formed in re- 
cent years to give voice to these Bible- 
believing and fundamental churches and 
groups of believers. 

One of these, the American Council 
of Christian Churches, has taken a miii- 
tant stand against the Federal Council 
and its claims to represent Protestant- 
ism. This group believes that the day is 
past when apostasy in our larger de- 
nominations can be fought from within, 
the control and management of such de- 
nominations being so largely in the 
hands of men of a liberal position. They 
hold that, in a¢cord with 2 Corinthians 
6:17, the only course for believers is to 
“come out from among them, and be ye 
separate.” 

Another group, formed somewhat 
later, has a fundamental statement of 
faith, but it holds that liberalism can 
be fought from within the denomina- 
tions that are linked together in the 
Federal Council, and it, therefore, in- 
cludes among its membership those who 
are still in denominations that are a 
part of that Council. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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With the New Books 


To Thee We Sing. By Catherine and 
Frank Herzel. (Muhlenberg Press, Phila- 
delphia 7; $2.) A study of hymnody and 
church history has been combined in 
this book of fiction, depicting the home 
life of a happy family in a Lutheran par- 
sonage. The minister-father has a fund 
of appealing, human-life ‘incidents of 
history and biography pertaining to the 
authors and the use of hymns, and the 
three children of school age have an 
insatiable appetite for stories on all occa- 
sions, whether at mealtime or bedtime, 
on a picnic, or working in the garden. 
The music-loving family sing and play 
and talk hymns together, and the words 
of a great many sound, old, and beauti- 
ful church h are quoted in full or 
in part. The course of Christian history 
from the earliest Bible times, through 
‘tthe Dark Ages, and up to the present 
day is followed in the development’ of 
the’ theme. A typical instance is the 
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inquiry .of a child as to why practi- 
cally all the hymns in the Middle Ages 
were written by those who were trained 
as monks and bishops. This brings out 
the answer that, in those days, few ex- 
cept the priests and monks were able 
to read and write, and, further, there 
was then no accurate way of writing 
music —all had to be learned “by ear.” 


It is to be regretted that the brief 
chapter on “Modern Hymns” uses and 
commends those by Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick and Dr. William P. Merrill, and 
criticizes some well-known “Gospel 
songs.” Nevertheless the book will be 
found a valuable source for story mate- 
rial on hymns, and the fault mentioned 
appears in but one chapter. 


Music in the Scriptures. By I. E. 
Reynolds, Mus.D. (Broadman Press, 
Nashville 3, Tenn., 60 cents.) Dr. Reyn- 
olds offers five reasons for his treatise 
—the general lack of Bible knowledge 
regarding the subject, scarcity of re- 
lated material, need for a Biblical basis, 
the need also for a complete Scripture 
text, and the call for a study book. His 
eight chapters consider the purpose of 
Bible music, the musicians, instruments, 
and program materials mentioned in the 
Scriptures, method and manner of ren- 
dition, and order of service. And one 
is surprised to learn that three-fourths 
of the Books of the Bible refer in some 
way to music, also that Solomon’s Tem- 
ple service used four thousand trained 
vocal and instrumental performers. The 
book not only provides an effective 
study, but crusades against all that is 
inadequate, unworthy, and a 
in church music programs. . 


Junior Sermons for Special Occasions. 
By Jacob J. Sessler, Ph.D., LL.D. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York 10; $1.25.) 
To the Junior’s way of thinking, a spe- 

occasion demands a special treat, 
and this is no less true of ial occa- 
sions in the church than of suth occasions 
in the home and school. This collection 
of thirty-six sermons for boys and girls 
is designed to help the minister, or other 
Christian worker, to satisfy this demand. 
Here are sermons to make “red-letter 
days” of the special occasions in the 
ehurch year, in our, national life, and 
in our seasons. It is a useful book for 
every Junior worker. 


God’s Program, Yesterday and Today 
and Forever. By John Knox. (John 
Knox Publications, Lakewood 7, Ohio, 
complete set of seven booklets, $2.25.) 
For convenience in study by classes and 
individuals, Mr. Knox has published this 
work in the form of seven booklets, 
each about forty pages long. The book. 
lets deal mainly with the subject of 
predictive prophecy, although, as the 
general title suggests, an attempt is 
made to summarize briefly God’s work- 
ings in the past and present, as well 
as to enter the future. The titles of the 
seven volumes are: I. “Prophecy; Law 
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of Recurrence; God’s Plans and Pre- 
U cepts”; II. “Israel and Their Future; The 

Church”; III. “The Lord’s Return; Judg- 

ment Seat of Christ” (with chart); IV. 

“The Resurrection; The Spiritual Body”; 

V. “Tribulation Periods”; VI. “The Sec- 

ond ‘Coming of Christ”; VII. “Millen- 

nium; New Heaven and New Earth.” 
The view of predictive prophecy pre- 
sented in the work is one that is very 
commonly taught in premillennial cir- 
cles today. With slight exceptions it is 
the view of the Scofield Reference Bible. 
It is the view that at the end of the 
present age of grace Christ will come to 
eatch away the Church; seven years of 
tribulation follow this, when God again 
deals with the Jews; the second coming 
of Christ in glory takes place at the 

‘close of this period; and then the mil- 

lennial reign of Christ begins. After a 

thousand years, Satan will lead men in 

- the final rebellion that will be put down 
and the great white throne will be set 
up to judge the wicked. After their 
judgment the new Heaven and earth 
begin and continue for eternity. At the 
close of Volume III is given a very fine 
chart that clearly sets forth the vari- 
ous details of Mr. Knox’s ‘views. 

In the first volumé, on pages 17 and 
following, there is a very fine discus- 
sion of what the author calls “The Law 
of Recurrence.” He means by it what 
is sometimes called “Progressive Reve- 
lation,” that is, that God reveals truth 
about subjects gradually by. returning 
to those subjects frequently throughout 
the Bible; each time adding more in- 
formation on the subject. This prin- 
ciple, Mr. Knox says rightly, is very 
important in understanding the Book of 
Revelation. It is good to see in Volume 
II such a complete presentation of the 
way of salvation and of the new life 
that we enjoy in Christ. Also worth 
while, in Volume I, is a bibliography of 
books on predictive prophecy. Mr. Knox’s 
books exhibit a mass of study on his 
part. He goes into much detail and 
quotes Scripture profusely. 

It is not possible in the brief space 
of this review to enter into a debate on 
all of Mr. Knox’s views. Most premil- 
lennialists will agree with his outline 
in the main; however, fhere are a few 
interpretations of details that some 
might question. He emphasizes dispen- 

r satignal differences as absolute rather 
than relative. For example, the Israel- 

ites are an earthly people and never a 
heavenly, while the Church is a 
heavenly people, and never an earthly. 

This might be agreed to in the main 
emphasis, but dpes not Hebrews 11:10, 

13-16 indicate that the Old Testament 

. saints looked for a heavenly city, too; 
and are not the Old Testament saints 

in Heaven today? Mr. Knox admits that 

_ they are, but says they are in Heaven's 

anteroom, Paradise. Mr. Knox carries 

his dispensationalism so far as to state 
that “before the death of Christ man 
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stood before’ God on the basis of his 
own merit.” This could not be true in 
any age. Ifan Old Testament Jew stood 
before God thus, he was never received, 
for mah has no merit of his own to 
stand before God. He must have stood 
before God as one whose sins are blotted 
out through the sacrifice of Christ yet 
to be made. Mr. Knox speaks of the 
sins of Old Testament saints as being 
merely covered, but David said his were 
forgiven, separated, “as far as the east 
is from the west.” Mr. Knox also rele- 
gates the Lord’s Prayer to the tribula- 
tion period because of the prayer for 
forgiveness, which, he says, is on legal 
ground. Is it not possible he has mis- 
interpreted the petition? Can true for- 
giveness ever be on any basis but the 
blood of Christ? 


Another view with which many may 
take issue is that Gog and Magog of 
Ezekiel 38 and 39 does not refer to the 
Antichrist at the end of the tribulation 
period, nor does it refer to the upris- 
ing of Satan at the end of the millen- 
nium, but it refers to an uprising shortly 
after the millennium has begun. Since 
there is no other reference to such a 
rebellion, it seems that it could be fit- 
ted .better into one’ of these other two 
places. 

When any man undertakes to write 
on the subject that the author of this 
work has chosen, he has a difficult task. 
Some are sure to disagree with him on 
various points of interpretation. With the 
few exceptions mentioned, the series can 
be heartily recommended to any who de- 
sire a thorough presentation of the gen- 
eral view of oigonans prophecy given 
in the book. 


Keeping the Foundation? By R. C. 
Campbell. (The Broadman Press, Nash- 
ville 3, Tenn., $1.25.) The author is a 
forceful and dynamic writer of a num- 
ber of volumes of sermons. Of this par- 
ticular group of thirteen, “America’s 
Moral Slump” is worth the price of the 
book. Take this paragraph, for example: 
“America is rolling in luxuries, rollick- 














15 Park Row : 


Send all orders to 


caer an sne ee 
‘ For Bible-Believers Too Long Modernism Has Dictated Sunday School Topics 
: | ORDER NOW THE NEW 
“Evangelical International Sunday School Lessons” 
Presented by 
The American Council of Christian Churches 


SECURE: JUNIOR, HIGH SCHOOL, ADULT, AND 
_ TEACHER QUARTERLIES AT ONCE FOR THE, FIRST 
QUARTER OF 1947 


THE J. F. MAY PRESS : 
429 Castro Street - e 


New York 7, New York 




















“! OONfGhutty 497947 


ing in pleasure, reveling in excesses, 
reeling in drunkenness, rioting in living, 
revolting in morals, and rotting in sin 
and iniquity.” The author deals very 
conclusively with the “fact” of the slump 
and also the “cause” of it. Then he 
raises the question, “What can we do 
about it?” and ends up thus: “As 
preachers we must lead our nation to 
relight the lamps it has blown out one 
by one. . . . If America’s most popular 
song of the day is ‘God Bless America,’ 
our most fervent prayer should be, ‘God 
save America.’” 

“Looking Toward the Sea” is good, and 
“Refusing and Choosing” is very inspir- 
ing also. All through these messages 
are to be found startling statistics, per- 
tinent quotations, pungent remarks, and 
appropriate snatches of verse. ‘The book, 
on the whole, is not on the same level 
as former works, but you ought to read 
“America’s Moral Slump.” ' 


So You Are Thinking !. By S. C. Michel- 
felder, D.D. (The Wartburg Press, Co- 
lumbus 15, Ohio, $1.) There is something 
that awakens and challenges thought 
in Rodin’s well-known statue, “The 
Thinker.” A Lutheran pastor has studied 
it until it suggested some of the things 
about which his people and many others 
might be thinking. Then in a series of 
quiet talks with them, centering about 
the Word of God, he has endeavored to 
guide the thoughts and influence . the 
actions in accordance with that Word. 
He has dealt in a helpful, constructive 
way With five matters: “Getting Mar- 
ried,” “Having a Family,” “Joining a 
Church,” “Calling It Off” (divorce or 
separation), and “Making a Will.” The 
treatment is simple, almost elemental, 
but Scriptural, practical, full of good 
suggestion and sound advice. 


Children 1 at Home 
The Little Lost Lamb 


Luke 15:3-7 
By Maud Bright Spangenburg 

NCE there was a good shepherd who 
every day took his flock of one hun- 
dred sheep and lambs up the mountain- 
side to eat the sweet green grass. Late 
one afternoon a gray cloud spread’ over 
the sky,’and a cold wind blew. The 
good shepherd knew a storm was coming, 
and he called the flock together and 
started toward home. The wind grew 
colder, and, because two of the littlest 
lambs were weak, and’ tired easily, the 
good shepherd took them ih his kind 
arms and hurried with the others down 
to the fold, which is the, sheep’s home. 
But when they reached the shelter, 
the good shepherd did not go in and 
call the sheep after,him. Oh, no! He 
stood outside, and counted them as they 
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ran into the warm, dry fold. One, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven, eight he 
counted. But when the last of his 
charges passed, there were only ninety- 
nine. 

Then he said, “One is not here. I 
myst go up into the hills and find it.” 

His helpers told him not to go. “You 
will get lost in the storm,” they said, 
“and never come back.” 

But the shepherd replied, “The lost 
one is very small. He is alone, and 
afraid. He is cold, I know, and maybe 
hurt. I must go.” 

So he fastened his cloak about him, 
and hurried away. Now and then he 
stopped and called, but the wind tore 
past him, and his voice seemed faint 
and small. He climbed down into rocky 
holes on either side of the path, where 
the sharp stones cut his feet, and briers 
scratched his face. 

Then higher and higher he climbed, 
ealling and searching, and praying for 
the little one he loved. 

Did the good shepherd think of going 
back? No. He could not rest until every 
lamb was in the fold. All through the 
night he looked for the lost one, while 
the storm blew about the mountain. 
“I must find the little lamb,” he said. 
“Somewhere he is waiting for me.” 

At last the good shepherd heard a 
faint, “Baa, baa, baa.” It came from a 
wide ravine near by. Carefully he slid 
down,. and, as he neared the bottom, the 
cry seemed closer, “Baa, baa, baa.” 

Yes, there was the little lamb, afraid 
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of the storm, cold and hungry and bleed- 
ing from tiny cuts and scratches. He 
had tumbled from the pathway above, 
and lay waiting inthe darkness 

for the dearest friend he knew, the g 
shepherd. 

Very tenderly the kind man lifted him. 
He stroked the little body, and spoke 
loving words of comfort. Then he put 
the little one inside his coat, very close 
to his warm heart, and fastened the 
cloak to keep out the wind. 

Then he started for hdme. He reached 
the sheepfold, cold and weary, but filled 
with a great joy. He called the sleepy 
men and bade them get warm water to 
wash the little lamb. He rubbed heal- 
ing ointment into the scratches, fed the 
baby, and put him on a soft, warm bed 
to rest. 

He smiled at his little friend, and 
patted the clean woolly ‘body, while he 
said, “I am not tired. I am glad and 
happy all over, because I have found 
my little lost lamb.” 
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~ For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 13 to 19 


Mon.—John 3:1-8. Jesus Instructs Nicodemus. 
Prayer Succestions: “Marvel not that 
I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” 
The proaouns “thee” and “ye” refer both 
to individual and general necessity for 
the new birth. The new birth is a neces- 
sity for everyone. “Ye must be born 
again.” Many, like Nicodemus, put them- 
selves into a religious atmosphere, but 
that is not the same as having a new 
heart and- a new. spirit, and becoming 
new creatures in Christ Jesus. Only 
those who have the Spirit can walk in 
the Spirit. Transgressors trying to do 
so will fall‘therein (Hos. 14:9). Pray 
that preachers may be used to separate 
“the precious from the vile.” 
Tues.—John 379-12. 
Failure To Grasp Spiritual Truth. 
Prayer Svuacestrons: “He that doeth 
truth cometh to the light” (v. 21). We 
must obey God’s truth in order to un- 
derstand it. Come to the t for in- 
struction and reproof if you want to 
have the light for life’s duties: We must 
obey to understand. Light turns to dark- 
ness if not made use of. He that doeth 
the will of God shall know the doctrine 
(cf. John 7:17). Failure to grasp God's 
truth lies in our will, not in God’s re- 


-luctance. Pray God to make you will- 


ing to do His will. 

Wed.—John 3$:13-21, 
Ged’s Only Begotten Sdén — Saviour. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He that. believeth 
on him is not condemned.” Salvation 
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(Lesson for Jon. 19) Jon. 4, 1947 


“igpeeh'sin' f not of man not “By. fan. 


When no eye pitied, and no “arm could 
save, God’s own arm brought salvation. 
Salvation has been made possible and 
available in Christ. This ever will be 
the sweetest story tat can be told. An 
appreciation of the'incarnation makes 
for an appreciation of salvation. ‘The 
Son of God coming here to live and die 
for us ever will be the wonder of won- 
ders. Pray to value your Lord’s saving 
grace more and more. 


Thurs.—John 3:22-36, 
Jesus’ Messiahship Again Affirmed. 
Prayer Suacestions: “He that hath re. 
ceived his testimony hath set to his seal 
that God is true.” Here is John the Bap- 
tist’s most striking testimony to, Christ’s 
Messiahship. _Let us.also be clear’ as 
regards Christ’s person, offices, and sav- 
ing work. When we are fully convinced 
that Jesus is the Son of God (i.e.. equal 
with God), we shall be able to convince 
others that He is the Christ. Can you 
say, “We know that the Son of God is 
come, anc hath given us an understand- 
ing, that we may know him that is true, 
and we’are in him that is true, even in 
his Son Jesus Christ’? (1 John 5:20.) 
Pray for courage to own Christ's deity. 


Fri.—John 17:45-52. { 
Nicodemus Pleads for # Fair Trial. 
Prayer Succestions: “Doth our law 
judge any man, before it hear him, and 
know what he doeth?” The wise coun- 
sel of Nicodemus is self-apparent. He 
lifted up a strong voice for fairness. He 
urged the enemies of Christ to considtr 
the facts. Let us all be fair and decide 
all matters on the ground of truth. Re- 
ceive not an accusation against a miris- 
ter or any child of God without evidence 
from two or three witnesses. Pray 
against gossiping by Christians. 


Sat—John 19:38-42, 
Nicodemus Assists in Jesus’ Burial, 
Prayer Succestions: “There came also 
Nicodemus which at the first came to 
Jesus by night.” 
that Christ would be with the rich in 
His death. This’divine announcement 
centuries beforehand had the act of 
Nicodemus (and of Joseph of Arima- 
thea) in view. God has every Christian 
also in mind. We are created, iftwe are 
Christ’s, “unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained” (Eph, 2:10). Pray 
that your will may be blended with the 
will of God. 


Sun.—1 John 3:1-11, 
Life Perfectly Transformed. 
Prayer Succestions: “We shall be 
like him.” A caterpillar enters into its 
cocoon. It emerges in due time a 
butterfly. What a- transformation! 
We, too, shail be transformed. We 
are unlike Christ now; but when we 
see Him, we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is. Pray that 
this hope may have a purifying effect 
in your life. 





Isaiah prophesied: 
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